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COURSE SYLLABUS

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 329
	Popular Culture
and 
International Relations
	Elective
	
6
	
-
	09.09.2025

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Dr. Süleyman Buğrahan Bayram & sbbayram@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Thursday, 10.00-12.00 / Friday, 10.00-12.00

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course introduces popular culture as a site for analyzing and understanding international relations. It draws on literary works, films, and games as tools to reinforce participants’ comprehension of key IR themes. In this way, participants will have the opportunity to develop the habit of recognizing how international phenomena are represented in popular culture and of interpreting cultural material through an IR lens.
In this way, the course aims to present popular culture as a tool for analyzing and understanding international relations, to deepen participants’ understanding of key IR debates, and to equip them with the ability to interpret cultural products from an IR perspective.

	Textbook(s)
	The course does not follow a standalone textbook. 

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	This course is based on lectures, in-class debates,  quizzes and a conventional final exam.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	To explore the representations of international politics in media and literature

	2
	To understand the soft power aspect of popular culture

	3
	To learn about the role of popular culture in formation of national and global identities

	4
	To gain knowledge of multidisciplinary approaches and methods in International Relations

	5
	To approach cultural products critically from an International Relations perspective

	6
	

	7
	




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 1.
	To be able to gain and utilize advanced conceptual, theoretical and empitical knowledge based on up to date academic resources in the field of International Relatinos and its sub-fieds

	PO 3.
	To be able to comparatively examine International Relations theories in-depth

	PO 4.
	To be able to identify the fundamental problems in classical and contemporary international phenomena and provide critical interpretation using the theoretical bases of International Relations

	PO 8.
	To have and be able to make use of fundamental knowledge on other related social sciences disciplines in International Relations

	PO 12.
	To be educated as intellectual, credible, creative individuals who are able to look at situations and events objectively and critically to contribute to social development

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction: Why Study IR via Popular Culture?

	2. Week
	Two Angles on War: Decisionmakers and Children

	3. Week
	Discussion Session: War

	4. Week
	Security Dilemma

	5. Week
	Discussion Session: Security Dilemma

	6. Week
	The Nuclear Bomb

	7. Week
	Discussion Session: The Nuclear Bomb

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Midterm Week

	10.Week
	Decision-making in Critical Moments: The Case of Cuban Missile Crisis

	11.Week
	Discussion Session: Cuban Missile Crisis

	12.Week
	Global Inequality (Lecture and Discussion Combined)

	13.Week
	Climate Change (Lecture and Discussion Combined)

	14.Week
	Chess: A Metaphor for International Politics?

	15.Week
	Holiday




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	0
	%0

	Quizzes
	5
	%35

	Assignments
	0
	%0

	Attendance
	0
	%0

	Practice
	1
	%35

	Project
	0
	%0

	Final examination
	1
	%30

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




