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General Formatting and Style Guidelines:
· Length: Aim for a concise statement that is approximately one page long and does not exceed two pages. The text should be written in 11-point font. Avoid making it too long by rehashing every experience on your resume or diving too deep into the technical details of a single project. 
· Tone: Use the active voice to describe your work.
· Structure: Consider using short, bolded section headers to label diverse prior research experiences and guide the reader smoothly through your narrative.
1. Introduction Paragraph
· State your research area: By the end of this paragraph, clearly state the specific area of research (e.g., network and security) you wish to pursue.
· Summarize your background: Provide a one-sentence overview of the research experiences (years or areas) that have prepared you for this program.
· What to avoid: Do not use overly broad, cliché statements that could apply to anyone, such as “Ever since I was a child, I have been interested in unraveling the mysteries of intelligence”.
2. Body Paragraphs (Your Academic & Research Story) 
Create a focused story for each major research, academic, or work experience.
· Project Motivation: Begin by explaining why the problem you worked on is important and worth solving, showing you understand how your project fits into broader research contexts.
· Your Contributions: Emphasize your personal creative contributions, initiative, and the specific solutions you developed, rather than just summarizing the overall project. You should prominently describe one or more accomplishments that you are particularly proud of, which prove you have the ability to succeed in your chosen research area.
· Overcoming Challenges: Highlight any obstacles you faced during the project. Discussing your resilience, problem-solving skills, and dedication to learning from failure is highly valued by admissions committees.
· Lessons Learned: Explicitly state what you learned from the experience, detailing specific techniques you mastered and explaining how these lessons point forward to the research you want to pursue in your program.
3. Program-Specific Conclusion Paragraph 
This final paragraph must be customized this program you apply to.
· Institutional Fit: Explain exactly why this university is the perfect place for you to pursue your Master’s degree.
· Faculty Alignment: List specific professors you want to work with (e.g., "I am especially interested in working with professors X, Y, and Z") and directly connect your interests to their current work ("and am especially interested in their work on A, B, and C"). 

