	ANKARA YILDIRIM BEYAZIT UNIVERSITY – DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
COURSE SYLLABUS

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 405
	
American Politics  and Foreign Policy
	
Elective
	
6
	
-
	22.10.2025

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Assoc. Prof. Ömer Aslan & omer.aslan@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Tuesday, 13:30-15:30, B349

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of American politics and foreign policy. Major traditions of American foreign policy while providing linkages with domestic politics will be covered. Special attention will be provided to the institutional setting of American foreign policy making process: The President and Congress, army, intelligence, state department, public opinion, media, lobbies, and interest groups. This course seeks to explore both why and how questions regarding American foreign policy towards different regions and policy areas under different governments.

	Textbook(s)
	1. James M. Lindsay, Congress and the Politics of U.S. Foreign Policy, Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994
2. W. Russell Mead, 3.bölüm, ‘Changing the Paradigms’ in Special Providence: American foreign policy and how it changed the world (New York: Alfred A. Knoph, 2001). pp.56-99.
3. Arthur Schlesinger Jr., “Congress and the Making of American Foreign Policy”, Foreign Affairs, 51(1), 1972): 78-113

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	This course is based on lectures followed by class discussions every week; in-class assessment in the form of quizzes and two pre-prepared debates on a pre-determined topic among students.

	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
		1
	To know which powers the American Constitution grants to which domestic actors in the making of American foreign policy and to be well-versed in the debates surrounding this issue.

	2
	To be able to make sense of the main parameters of U.S. foreign policy across different time periods and regions.

	3
	To learn about the roles and powers of the Presidency, Congress, the military and intelligence agencies, public opinion, the media, and various lobbies in the U.S. foreign policy-making process.




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 1.
	To be able to access and utilize conceptual, theoretical, and empirical information by using latest academic resources in international relations and relevant disciplines. 

	PO 5.
	To have advanced knowledge of regional issues and problems through field studies.

	PO 10.
	To be able to inform relevant individuals or institutions on issues related to International Relations, and to convey one's thoughts and proposed solutions to problems, supported by quantitative and qualitative data, to both experts and non-experts in written and oral form.

	PO 12.
	As educated, enlightened, reliable, and creative individuals contribute to social development and approach situations and events with objectivity and critical thinking.




	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Course Introduction

	2. Week
	American Political System and Constitutional Set-Up

	3. Week
	Schools of Thought in US Foreign Policy

	4. Week
	Imperial or Imperiled Presidency?

	5. Week
	Leadership Traits and US Foreign Policy

	6. Week
	The Congress and US Foreign Policy

	7. Week
	The Presidency and the National Security Council

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	The Army and Intelligence

	10.Week
	The State Department

	11.Week
	Courts and Foreign Policy in the United States

	12.Week
	Lobbies, Foundations, and Think Tanks

	13.Week
	Public Opinion and Media

	14.Week
	American Exceptionalism

	15.Week
	American Populism




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	1
	% 25

	Quizzes
	2
	%20

	In-class debate
	1
	% 20

	Final examination
	1
	% 35

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU
(https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




