	ANKARA YILDIRIM BEYAZIT UNIVERSITY – DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
COURSE SYLLABUS

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	INRE407

	
ASIAN POLITICS
	Elective
	
6
	
-
	September 2025

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	Dr. Özge Demirel				
odemirel@aybu.edu.tr	

	Office Hours & Office Room
	 Mondays 12:00-14:00
Tuesdays 12:00-14:00
*Please feel free to email me to arrange a meeting at any time that suits you.

	Course Content and Objectives
	The course examines comparative and international politics in Asia with a focus on East Asia. It explores how historical legacies, the Cold War, and external powers shaped their political and economic development. Students will analyze the region’s political economy, modernization paths, and current challenges such as regional tensions and global integration by engaging art and culture as well as economics and politics. The goal is to build a solid understanding of East Asia’s political dynamics and its role in international relations.

	Textbook(s)
	Week 1
Marriott, Emma. The History of the World in Bite-sized Chunks. Michael O’Mara Books Limited, 2016. pp. 19–23, 36–41, 56–59, 85–93, 118–124, 150–154.
Week 2
Lewis, Martin W. (2010). “Locating Asia Pacific: The Politics and Practice of Global Division.” In Remaking Area Studies, eds. Terence Wesley-Smith & Jon Goss, pp. 41–66.
Wang, Hui. (2010). “The Idea of Asia and Its Ambiguities.” The Journal of Asian Studies, 69(4): 985–989.
Yahuda, M. B. (2019). The International Politics of the Asia-Pacific. Routledge, pp. 1–13.
Week 3
Yahuda, M. B. (2004). The International Politics of the Asia-Pacific. Routledge, pp. 13–53.
Lee, J. (2021). “The International Context of the Cold War in East Asia: Processes of Security and Economic Cooperation between Alliances.” SN Social Sciences, 1(3): 68.
Week 4
Bello, Walden. “States and Markets: The Developmental State Debate as the Distinctive East Asian Contribution to International Political Economy.” In Mark Blyth (ed.), Routledge Handbook of IPE: IPE as a Global Conversation. Routledge, 2009, pp. 180–201.
Yeung, Henry Wai-Chung. “The Rise of East Asia: An Emerging Challenge to the Study of IPE.” In Mark Blyth (ed.), Routledge Handbook of IPE: IPE as a Global Conversation. Routledge, 2009, pp. 201–215.
Arrighi, Giovanni. Adam Smith in Beijing: Lineages of the Twenty-First Century. Verso, 2007, pp. 277–351.
Arrighi, Giovanni. “Reading Hobbes in Beijing.” In Routledge Handbook of International Political Economy. Routledge, 2009, pp. 163–179.
Week 5
Esenbel, Selçuk. (2006). “Reflections on Japanese and Turkish Modernization and Global History.” New Perspectives on Turkey, 35: 5–19.
Johnson, Chalmers. “The Developmental State: Odyssey of a Concept.”
Öniş, Ziya. (1991). “The Logic of the Developmental State.”
Week 6
Seth, Michael J. “South Korean Development, 1948–1996.” Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Asian History.
Kim, Choong Nam. “Changing Korean Perceptions of the Post–Cold War Era and the U.S.–ROK Alliance.”
Yoon, Young-Kwan. (2000). “South Korea in 1999: Overcoming Cold War Legacies.” Asian Survey, 40(1): 164–171.
Week 7
Kang, David. (2003). “International Relations Theory and the Second Korean War.” International Studies Quarterly, 47(3): 301–324.
Bae, Sangmin & de Bruyn, Martyn. (2009). “Trust Building through Institutions: European Lessons for Korean Unification.” KEI Academic Paper Series, 4(1).
Harrison, Selig. (2005). “Did North Korea Cheat?” Foreign Affairs, 84(1): 99–110.
Shen, Dingli. (2009). “Cooperative Denuclearization toward North Korea.” The Washington Quarterly, 32(4): 175–188.
Week 8
Demir, Emre. (2021). “Understanding the Transformation in Chinese Foreign Policy: A Historical Evaluation from 1949 to 2019.”
Gürel, Burak. “The Road to Capitalist Restoration in the People’s Republic of China, Part 1: From the Chinese October to the Cultural Revolution.”
Gürel, Burak. “The Road to Capitalist Restoration in the People’s Republic of China, Part 2: Mao Zedong’s Suppression of the Anti-Bureaucratic Movement, the Sino-American Alliance, and Deng Xiaoping’s Rise to Power.”
Week 9
Zweig, David. (2002). Internationalizing China. Cambridge University Press, Chapter 1.
Gipouloux, François. “Integration or Disintegration? The Spatial Effects of Foreign Direct Investment in China.”
Week 10
Swaine, Michael D. (2014). “Chinese Views and Commentary on Periphery Diplomacy.” China Leadership Monitor, Hoover Institution, Issue 44.
Week 11
Lee, James. (2019). “The Taiwan Question in US–China Relations and Its Implications for the European Union.” European University Institute.
O’Hanlon, Michael. (2000). “Why China Cannot Conquer Taiwan.” International Security, 25(2): 51–86.
Chan, E. (2020). “The End of Strategic Ambiguity in the Taiwan Strait.” The Diplomat.
Christensen, Thomas J. (2001). “Posing Problems without Catching Up: China’s Rise and Challenges for U.S. Security Policy.” International Security, 25(4): 5–40.
Week 12
Naidu, G. V. C. “India and East Asia: The Look East Policy.” Perceptions.
Kumar, Rajiv. (2021). “India–East Asia Relations in the Post-COVID-19 Era.” The Journal of Indian and Asian Studies, 2(2).


	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	Lectures, class discussions, student presentations, assigned readings, and short quizzes designed to encourage analytical engagement with the material.


	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	Identify and describe the main political, economic, and social transformations in East Asia.

	2
	Analyze how the Cold War and globalization shaped regional power dynamics.

	3
	Compare the political economy models of China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan.

	4
	Evaluate the role of the state and external actors in East Asian development.

	5
	Interpret current regional and international challenges using comparative political analysis.

	6
	Develop critical and analytical skills in reading and discussing academic literature.

	7
	Present well-structured arguments through oral presentations and written assignments.




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	
	Strengthens students’ ability to analyze international political and economic systems through a regional lens.

	
	Enhances comparative understanding of political institutions, state–society relations, and development strategies

	
	Contributes to the comprehension of global power structures and East Asia’s role in international relations.

	
	Develops students’ analytical, critical thinking, and research skills within the field of International Relations.

	
	Supports interdisciplinary learning by linking history, political economy, and international politics

	
	




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	This course deepens students’ understanding of Asia’s political and economic transformations within global contexts. It furthers their ability to apply comparative and theoretical approaches to the study of international relations.


	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Course Introduction

	2. Week
	Geography of Asia, What is Asia

	3. Week
	19th century Historical Background

	4. Week
	The impact of the Cold War

	5. Week
	IPE in Asia-I

	6. Week
	IPE in Asia-II

	7. Week
	Japan

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	South Korea

	10. Week
	Korean Peninsula

	11. Week
	China-I

	12. Week
	China II- China’s Opening to the world till 2000

	13. Week
	China III-China’s relations with the world, 2010s

	14. Week
	Taiwan Question

	15. Week
	India




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	1
	%20

	Quizzes
	4
	%20

	Assignments
	1
	%20

	Attendance
	1
	%20

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	1
	%20

	Total
	8
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




