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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 403
	Middle Eastern Politics

	Elective
	
6
	--

	15.09.2025

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	Assoc.Prof.Dr. Bayram SİNKAYA (bsinkaya@aybu.edu.tr)

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Thursday: 13.00-14.00

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course covers the history of the Middle East roughly since the rise of Islam till the recent developments in the region. It examines impacts of the rise of Islam in the region, reviews effects of the colonialism, and addresses the rise of modern states and state-formation. It surveys reasons and outcomes of major dynamics in twentieth century Middle Eastern politics such as modernization, Arab nationalism and political Islam. It also reviews the effects of Cold War and globalization on the region. Finally, it will examine the Arab upheavals of 2011.
This course is intended to provide students with a survey of landmarking events, political and historical trends through the history of the Middle East along with internal and external dynamics of change. The purpose of this course is to provide students with a historical sociological perspective to assess political, social and economics dynamics of the region through history and in the contemporary period. Considering regional settings and international contexts, the course will overview the emergence of modern Middle East, the state formation process and the evolution of state-society relations in the region. 


	Textbook(s)
	Ibrahim Al-Marashi & Arthur Goldschmidt Jr., A Concise History of the Middle East, 13th ed. (New York: Routledge, 2025).
William L. Cleveland & M. Bunton, A History of the Modern Middle East, 4th ed. (Boulder: Westview Press, 2009).
Roger Owen, State Power, and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East, 3rd ed. (New York: Routledge, 2004). 

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	This course is mainly consisted of series of lectures supplemented by class discussions. The students are also assign to write a review on a book or film covering socio-political life in the Middle East.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	To have a basic knowledge on the broad trends in political, social and economic developments through history of the Middle East

	2
	To be informed of the major issues in the region

	3
	To comprehend dynamics of state-society relations in the region

	4
	To comprehend interplay of domestic politics, state, and the regional setting

	5
	To comprehend implications of international politics on regional politics

	6
	To comprehend international relations of the Middle East




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	P1
	To be able to gain and utilize advanced conceptual, theoretical and empirical knowledge based on up to date academic resources in the discipline of International Relations and its sub-fields.

	P2
	To be able to collect data, analyze and provide scientific evaluations using International Relations research methods.

	P5
		
To be able to have advanced knowledge on the regional issues and problems through area studies.




	P8
	To have and be able to make use of fundamental knowledge on other related social sciences disciplines in International Relations.

	P10
	To be able to inform authorities and institutions in the area of International Relations; to be able to transfer ideas and proposals supported by quantitative and qualitative data about the problems verbally and in writing to experts and nonexperts.

	P11
	To have social and scientific ethical values in the stages throughout the processes of collecting, interpreting, and presenting data in social sciences research in International Relations.

	P12
	To be educated as intellectual, credible, creative individuals who are able to look at situations and events objectively and critically to contribute to social development.




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	The students will have basic information on the interplay of domestic, state, and regional settings, as well as the evolution of Middle Eastern societies and politics. They will be encouraged to congregate their knowledge on International Relations and Middle Eastern politics.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Orientation

	2. Week
	The Middle East: Concept, Approaches, and Early History 

	3. Week
	The Rise of Islam (The rise of Islam, Islamic Conquests and the Caliphate)

	4. Week
	Medieval Middle East (the Crusades, Mongol Invasion, the Ottoman and Safavid Empires)

	5. Week
	Transformation of Middle East (Encounters the European Colonialism  & the initiation of Modernization process) 

	6. Week
	Emergence of the Modern Middle East (WW I, the New Political Map)

	7. Week
	The State Formation (State and Nation-Building, Iran, Egypt, and the Mandates)

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Zionism and the Palestine Question

	10. Week
	Arab Nationalism (Nasserism, the Baath)

	11. Week
	Political Islam in the Middle East (Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Iran)

	12. Week
	Political Economy of the Middle East (Development, Oil, Globalization) 

	13. Week
	Great Powers and the Middle East (Great power interest and strategic competition in the Middle East)

	14. Week
	Middle East after the Cold War (Middle East Peace Process, the Gulf Wars & the American occupation of Iraq) 

	15. Week
	Current Affairs in the Middle East (Arab Spring and its aftermath)




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	1
	% 30

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	1
	% 20

	Attendance
	1
	% 10

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	1
	% 40

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Political Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.
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