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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE325
	
FOREIGN POLICY ANALYSIS
	Elective
	
6
	

	09.09.2025

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	KANAN ASLANLI (kenan.aslanli@yahoo.com; kaslanli@aybu.edu.tr) 

	Office Hours & Office Room
	Wednesday, 12.00-14.00, B360.

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course aims to examine the factors that influence states' foreign policies within the international system from a theoretical perspective. It analyzes the internal and external factors that influence and guide countries' foreign policies, the psychology of leaders, and various societal factors. This course introduces students to the main theories of foreign policy analysis, along with the tools and methods. The course will enable students to analyze specific foreign policies of various countries within the theoretical frameworks. The approaches of key IR theories to foreign policy analysis will also be examined.

	Textbook(s)
	Benjamin Day, Valerie Hudson. Foreign Policy Analysis: Classic and Contemporary Theory. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2020.
Jean-Frederic Morin, Jonathan Paquin. Foreign Policy Analysis: A Toolbox. Palgrave Macmillan, 2018.

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	In this course, various teaching methods and techniques will be employed, including homework assignments, interactive class discussions, group work, simulation games, research papers, and individual presentations.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	Students will be able to explain the historical development of foreign policy analysis as a branch of international relations.

	2
	Students will be able to classify the factors affecting foreign policymaking as internal, external, psychological, and social.

	3
	Students will be able to examine internal factors such as domestic politics, regime type, administration styles of political parties in democratic regimes, and applied methods in decision-making. 

	4
	Students will be able to examine external factors such as economic and security dependence of small powers on middle and great powers or peripheral states to central states, and the formation of foreign policies by those dependencies.

	5
	Students will be able to examine how psychological conditions of leaders direct foreign policies of states, and different leadership styles in foreign policy by classifying them as objective-oriented and environment-considering.

	6
	Students will be able to describe the Rational Actor Model, Bureaucratic Politics Model, and Organizational Process Model in the foreign policy decision-making process.

	7
	Students will be able to distinguish between rational and cognitive approaches to foreign policy analysis and decision-making.




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO1.
	Ability to access and use advanced conceptual, theoretical, and empirical knowledge in the light of current academic resources in the discipline and branches of International Relations.

	PO2.
	Ability to collect data, conduct analyses, and scientific evaluations using research methods in International Relations.

	PO6.
	Ability to follow academic developments in the discipline and communicate with colleagues using the English language.

	PO10.
	Ability to inform relevant people or institutions on International Relations issues, to convey thoughts and solution suggestions for problems to experts and non-experts in written and verbal form, supported by quantitative and qualitative data.

	PO12.
	Growing up as individuals who can contribute to social development, who are intellectual, reliable, creative, and who look at situations and events objectively and critically.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	The students will be able to have knowledge of different advanced theoretical approaches and practical applications supported by textbooks and other relevant course material containing up-to-date information in the field of foreign policy analysis.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction to the foreign policy and FPA: a theoretical and analytical framework

	2. Week
	Tools, methods, and resources of foreign policy decision-making and FPA

	3. Week
	Leading IR theories (realism/liberalism/constructivism) and foreign policy analysis

	4. Week
	The level of analysis (“images”) in international politics and foreign policy analysis

	5. Week
	Domestic politics, political systems, political economy, and foreign policy analysis

	6. Week
	Foreign policy concepts, foreign policy doctrines, and grand strategy

	7. Week
	Foreign policy formulation cycles and relevant case study analysis

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Individual and group decision-making, and small group dynamics

	10. Week
	Leadership Trait Analysis (LTA) and Operational Code Analysis (OCA)

	11. Week
	Case studies and simulations on the groupthink and polythink models

	12. Week
	Organizational processes model in the foreign policy decision-making process

	13. Week
	The bureaucratic politics model in the foreign policy decision-making process

	14. Week
	Rational choice theory and the rational actor model in foreign policy analysis

	15. Week
	Robert Putnam’s two-level games theory and its application in foreign policy




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	1
	40%

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	10
	20%

	Attendance
	
	%

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	1
	40%

	Total
	12
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




