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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE501
	
THEORIES OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
	Elective
	
10
	

	09.09.2025

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	KANAN ASLANLI (kenan.aslanli@yahoo.com; kaslanli@aybu.edu.tr) 

	Office Hours & Office Room
	 Wednesday, 12.00-14.00, B360.

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course provides a graduate-level introduction to the main IR theories. The course aims to (i) enable students to assess the contribution and limitations of both mainstream and critical IR theories; (ii) make the student comprehend how international relations has been constructed as a field of study; (iii) engage the student with methodological and theoretical debates in the field of IR; (iv) equip the student with an intellectual toolkit and the theoretical skills in international relations that would enable them to apply to relevant global events and developments in world politics. 

	Textbook(s)
	Tim Dunne, Milja Kurki, Steve Smith (eds.). International Relations Theories: Discipline and Diversity. New York, Oxford University Press, 2013.
Robert Jackson and Georg Sorensen. Introduction to International Relations: Theories and Approaches. Oxford University Press, 2013.

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	In this course, various teaching methods and techniques will be employed, including homework assignments, interactive class discussions, book summaries, research papers, and individual presentations.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	Conduct a comparative assessment of various IR theories from an ontological, epistemological, and methodological perspective.

	2
	Critically evaluate the relevance and irrelevance of different mainstream and critical IR theories.

	3
	Analyze contemporary and historical global and regional events within the framework of IR theories.

	4
	Learn how to think and write critically about key theoretical debates in contemporary IR theories.

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO1.
	Ability to deeply understand and explain the concepts and rules of the International Relations discipline.

	PO2.
	Ability to access and use advanced conceptual, theoretical, and empirical knowledge in the light of current academic resources related to the discipline of International Relations.

	PO3.
	Ability to collect data, analyze, and conduct scientific evaluations using relevant research methods.

	PO4.
	Ability to interpret current national, regional, and international developments and produce solutions to political and social problems by using the theoretical knowledge and analysis techniques acquired.

	PO6.
	Ability to follow the theoretical, methodological, and practical changes and new developments in International Relations and its sub-fields.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	The students will be able to have knowledge of different advanced theoretical approaches supported by textbooks and other relevant course materials containing up-to-date information in the field of international relations.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction to IR Theories and Social Science

	2. Week
	The Power in International Relations 

	3. Week
	Classical Realism

	4. Week
	Structural Realism

	5. Week
	Neoclassic Realism

	6. Week
	Classical Liberalism

	7. Week
	Neoliberalism

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Social Constructivism 

	10. Week
	The English School

	11. Week
	Critical Theory, Marxism, and Neo-Marxism

	12. Week
	International Political Economy

	13. Week
	Poststructuralism and Postcolonialism 

	14. Week
	Foreign Policy Analysis (FPA)

	15. Week
	 IR Theories and Global/Regional Challenges




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	1
	30%

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	15
	30%

	Attendance
	
	%

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	1
	40%

	Total
	17
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




