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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
SBE1000
	
 Scientific Research Methods and Research Ethics

	Compulsory
	
6
	
-
	September 2025

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	Dr .Özge Demirel
odemirel@aybu.edu.tr	

	Office Hours & Office Room
	Mondays 12:00-14:00
Tuesdays 12:00-14:00
*Please feel free to email me to arrange a meeting at any time that suits you.

	Course Content and Objectives
	This graduate-level course introduces International Relations students to the foundational principles of social sciences as a discipline, while also addressing the practical aspects of conducting social science research. It is structured to provide an overview of key concepts related to various research methodologies, including research design, data collection, and both empirical and interpretive data analysis techniques.
The course begins by guiding students through the process of formulating research questions and identifying research puzzles. Subsequently, the focus shifts to exploring different research strategies, with an emphasis on the distinctions and trade-offs between qualitative and quantitative methods. Students will also learn to recognize the essential components of a research design. By the conclusion of the course, students will be equipped to engage confidently with academic literature and demonstrate an understanding of the structure of research within the field of International Relations.


	Textbook(s)
	Creswell, J. W. (2009). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches (3rd ed.). Sage Publications.
Moses, J. W., & Knutsen, T. L. (2012). Ways of knowing: Competing methodologies in social and political research (2nd ed.). Palgrave Macmillan.


	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	The teaching methods and techniques used in the course are paper, class discussions, and reading materials

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	Understand and compare key research traditions in social and political inquiry, drawing on methodological pluralism as outlined by Jonathan W. Moses and Torbjørn L. Knutsen.

	2
	Distinguish between qualitative, quantitative, and mixed-methods research designs following John W. Creswell’s framework.

	3
	 Formulate coherent and researchable questions within the field of International Relations.

	4
	Identify appropriate data collection and analysis techniques for different methodological approaches.

	5
	Critically evaluate existing research, assessing its theoretical, methodological, and ethical dimensions.

	6
	 Design an independent research proposal demonstrating methodological consistency and conceptual clarity.

	7
	Communicate research findings effectively through written reports and oral presentations.




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	1
	Strengthens students’ ability to design and conduct systematic research in International Relations.

	2
	Enhances critical thinking by exposing students to multiple methodologies and epistemological debates.

	3
	Builds competence in integrating theory, evidence, and method in scholarly analysis.

	4
	Improves skills in data interpretation, academic writing, and research presentation.

	5
	Encourages methodological reflexivity and awareness of ethical considerations in research.




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction

	2. Week
	Writing a literature review, developing research questions and Research Design

	3. Week
	The use of theory

	4. Week
	Writing strategies and ethical considerations

	5. Week
	Quantitative Methods

	6. Week
	Computational IR-I

	7. Week
	Computational IR-II

	8. Week
	Midterm exams

	9. Week
	Qualitative Methods-I

	10. Week
	Qualitative Methods-II

	11. Week
	Mixed Methods

	12. Week
	Field Research

	13. Week
	Writing up your research

	14. Week
	Paper presentations

	15. Week
	Wrap Up




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	
	%30

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	1
	%30

	Attendance
	
	%

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	1
	%40

	Total
	3
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




