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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 613
	
Turkish-American Relations-I
	
Elective
	
10
	
—
	27.10.2025

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Assoc. Prof. Ömer Aslan & omer.aslan@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Tuesday, 13:30-15:30, B349

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course seeks to provide a comprehensive historical understanding of Turkish-American relations. Turkish-American relations have gone over several ups and downs since the early 20th century, though the beginning of bilateral relations can be traced back to the 19th century. Armenian claims, Cyprus issue, Turkey-Greece relations, and issues around terrorism have been constant topics in this relationship. The primary goal of this course is to grasp the nature, evolution, and future of this relationship. Our focus will also be on the major actors building and maintaining this relationship as well as how they have changed over decades.


	Textbook(s)
	1. Şuhnaz Yılmaz, Turkish-American Relations, 1800-1952:  Between the Stars, Stripes, and the Crescent (New York and London: Routledge, 2015)
2. George S. Harris and Nur Bilge Criss (eds.), Studies in Atatürk’s Turkey: The American Dimension (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2009)
3. Ekavi Athanassopoulou, Strategic Relations Between the US and Turkey, 1979-2000: Sleeping with a Tiger (New York: Routledge, 2014)

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	This PhD course is designed as a seminar. Students come to the class having carefully done the readings and the instructor leads the debate by questions around the topic of the week.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	To know the evolution of bilateral relations between the Ottoman Empire/Türkiye and the United States since the 19th century.

	2
	To be analyze the patterns of continuity as well as ruptures in the bilateral relationship and the reasons as to why.

	3
	To be able to know relevant actors and institutions on both sides that have an influence on the relationship.

	4
	To be familiar with sources of primary data in both countries to conduct research on Turkish-American relations.

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 3.
	 To be able to utilize related research methods to gather data, analyse, and make scientific interpretations

	PO 4.
	To be able to interpret national and international developments using the acquired theoretical knowledge and analysis techniques; and offer solutions to political and social problems.

	PO 7.
	To be able to provide information to organizations and professionals working in areas related to international relations and foreign policy, as well as being able to provide opinions and resolutions based on quantitative and qualitative data both in written and oral forms

	PO 10.
	To have professional and scientific ethical responsibility

	PO 4.
	To be able to interpret national and international developments using the acquired theoretical knowledge and analysis techniques; and offer solutions to political and social problems.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	The students will know various individual, regional, and systemic explanations behind Turkish-American relations and will know various actors and institutions involved in the bilateral relations as it has evolved over the last two centuries.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	The Prelude of Turkish-American Relations

	2. Week
	An Ordinary Relationship?

	3. Week
	On the post-WWII Road to Alliance

	4. Week
	An Alliance Formed

	5. Week
	The First Coup in Türkiye and the Shifts

	6. Week
	A Tumultuous Decade

	7. Week
	The Transition

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	The Decade of Post-Cold War Uncertainty

	10. Week
	Between Rock and a Hard Place

	11. Week
	In the Aftermath of the 9/11 Attacks-I

	12. Week
	In the Aftermath of the 9/11 Attacks-II

	13. Week
	Book Review Presentations

	14. Week
	Seminar Paper Presentations

	15. Week
	




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	
	%

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	
	%

	Attendance
	1
	%10

	Practice
	1
	% 20

	Project
	1
	%30

	Final examination
	1
	%40

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




