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COURSE SYLLABUS

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE321
	
PUBLIC DIPLOMACY
	Elective
	
6
	
-
	-

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	Assoc. Prof. Oğuz Güner & oguz.guner@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   09:00-12:00 - Fridays

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course explores the theory and practice of public diplomacy as a tool of foreign policy and international engagement. Students will examine how states and non-state actors use communication, culture, and media to influence foreign publics, shape international narratives, and build long-term relationships. The course combines academic theory with practical case studies, simulations, and strategy design exercises.

	Textbook(s)
	1. Joseph S. Nye, Jr. – Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics (2004) 
2. Nicholas J. Cull – Public Diplomacy: Foundations for Global Engagement in the Digital Age (2019) 
3. Jan Melissen (ed.) – The New Public Diplomacy: Soft Power in International Relations (2005) 
4. R.S. Zaharna – Battles to Bridges: U.S. Strategic Communication and Public Diplomacy after 9/11 (2010) 
5. Nancy Snow & Philip M. Taylor (eds.) – The Routledge Handbook of Public Diplomacy (2nd ed., 2020) 
6. Eytan Gilboa – Public Diplomacy: Concepts, Practice and Policy (2016) 
7. James Pamment – New Public Diplomacy in the 21st Century: A Comparative Study of Policy and Practice(2012) 
8. Yudhishthir Raj Isar & Helmut K. Anheier (eds.) – Cultures and Globalization: The Cultural Economy (2008)
9. Ali Fisher – Collaborative Public Diplomacy: How Transnational Networks Influenced American Studies in Europe (2012) 
10. Shaun Riordan – The New Diplomacy (2003)

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	Presentation, assignments, class discussions, and reading materials are the methods and techniques used in the classroom. 

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	Define and explain key concepts, principles, and theories related to public diplomacy, including soft power, strategic communication, nation branding, and cultural diplomacy.

	2
	Describe the historical evolution and institutional development of public diplomacy from the Cold War era to the digital age.

	3
	Identify the major actors (state and non-state) and instruments involved in public diplomacy at the global and regional levels.

	4
	Analyze and evaluate real-world cases of public diplomacy to determine their effectiveness, challenges, and ethical implications.

	5
	Compare and contrast different national approaches and strategies of public diplomacy across political and cultural contexts.

	6
	Assess the impact of media, digital technologies, and global communication networks on the practice of diplomacy.

	7
	Analyze and evaluate real-world cases of public diplomacy to determine their effectiveness, challenges, and ethical implications.




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 1.
	possesses knowledge of various advanced theoretical approaches in the field of public diplomacy, supported by current textbooks, practical tools, and other resources.

	PO 6.
	Possesses the ability to conduct independent research using the knowledge acquired in the
field of public diplomacy and appropriate research methods (qualitative/quantitative).

	PO 8.
	Possesses the ability to report research results in accordance with scientific writing format.




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	The students will be able to have knowledge of different advanced theoretical approaches and practical
applications supported by textbooks containing up-to-date information in the field of public diplomacy.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Definition of the Soft Power

	2. Week
	Soft Power, Hard Power, Smart Power

	3. Week
	Public Diplomacy (PD) and its historical development 

	4. Week
	Public diplomacy actors and institutions

	5. Week
	Nation branding

	6. Week
	Humanitarian and Developmental Aids within the context of PD

	7. Week
	Cultural Diplomacy and Sport Diplomacy

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Diaspora Diplomacy

	10. Week
	Lobbying, Interest Groups and Consent-Building

	11. Week
	NATO’s Public Diplomacy and Strategic Communication

	12. Week
	The EU’s Public Diplomacy and Strategic Communication

	13. Week
	Türkiye’s Public Diplomacy Ecosystem (Actors, Institutions, Projects&Activities) - I

	14. Week
	Türkiye’s Public Diplomacy Ecosystem (Actors, Institutions, Projects&Activities) - II

	15. Week
	Final Assignments




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	
	%

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	1
	%40

	Attendance
	1
	%10

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	41
	%50

	Final examination
	
	%

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




