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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE323
	
Selected Topics in European Politics
	Elective
	
6
	
-
	22.10.2025

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	Prof. Dr. Giray SADIK & giray.sadik@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	Thursday, 12.00-13.00, B324

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course offers multifaceted analyses to the security and foreign policies of the European Union. This course provides the historical background of the development of the Common Foreign and Security Policy of the EU.

	Textbook(s)
	Smith, Karen E. (2008). European Union Foreign Policy in a Changing World (Second Edition), Polity Press,  Cambridge, UK.
EU Security and Defence Policy: First Five Years (1999–2004), edited by Nicole Gnesotto, EU Institute for Security Studies, August 2004. 
European Security and Defence Policy: The First Ten Years (1999–2009), edited by Giovanni Grevi, Damien Helly, Daniel Keohane, October 2009.

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	Professor lectures and discussions in-class, supported by reviews, documentaries, webinars, international seminars that will be announced throughout the course.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	To define EU's Security and Defence Policy

	2
	To provide students with a deeper understanding of the evolution of the European Union’s Common Foreign and Security Policy and Defence Policy.

	3
	To enhance students’ ability to analyze current developments in the European Union’s Common Foreign and Security Policy and Defence Policy.

	4
	To provide students with an understanding of the international cooperation pursued by the European Union in security matters.

	5
	To propose solutions to the current security problems of the EU.




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	P04
	To be able to identify the fundamental problems in classical and contemporary international phenomena and provide critical interpretation using the theoretical bases of International Relations

	P05
	To be able to have advanced knowledge on the regional issues and problems through area studies.

	P06
	To be able to keep abreast of current developments in the discipline, to communicate with one’s peers (European language portfolio global scale, level B1),

	P08
	To have and be able to make use of fundamental knowledge on other related social sciences disciplines in International Relations

	P12
	To be educated as intellectual, credible, creative individuals who are able to look at situations and events objectively and critically to contribute to social development.




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	The course will equip students with an understanding of the development of the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy and skills to analyze unfolding regional and global challenges.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Course Introduction and Background of the European Union (EU)

	2. Week
	Cornerstones of EU Common Security and Foreign Policies (CFSP)

	3. Week
	What kind of an actor is EU for global security?

	4. Week
	Contemporary Challenges to European Security

	5. Week
	Transnational Crime and EU

	6. Week
	EU and Counter-terrorism

	7. Week
	How can EU tackle effectively with crime-terror Nexus?

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Refugees and EU Migration Policies

	10. Week
	Members’ Border Security and EU

	11. Week
	What are repercussions of EU migration and border security policies on relation with non-EU actors?

	12. Week
	European Security and Hybrid Threats

	13. Week
	Russia, MENA, and European Security

	14. Week
	EU Security Cooperation with UN, NATO, OSCE, SCO

	15. Week
	Discuss the EU strategies of security cooperation against hybrid threats with non-EU actors




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	
	%

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	1
	%60

	Attendance
	1
	%10

	Practice
	1
	%30

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	
	%

	Total
	3
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




