	ANKARA YILDIRIM BEYAZIT UNIVERSITY – DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
COURSE SYLLABUS

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 605
	
Politics and Society in the Middle East
	
Elective
	
10
	
-
	27.10.2025

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bayram SİNKAYA & bsinkaya@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Wednesday, 14.00 – 15.00, B-321

	Course Content and Objectives
	This seminar is intended as an advanced study of the Middle East politics. The seminar starts with a review of major approaches in the Middle East studies. Major debates in the Middle East studies with special focus on leading themes and core areas such as the state formation, nationalism, political Islam and the Palestine question will be addressed throughout the semester. Additionally, international relations of the Middle East will be handled. Finally, effects of the Arab Spring and contemporary developments in the region will be reviewed. This seminar aimed at advancing awareness of the seminarian of the social, economic and political transformation of the region beginning with the early 20th century.

	Textbook(s)
	Week 1: Introduction
Bayram Sinkaya, “Introduction to Middle East Politics, Leading Factors, Actors, and Dynamics’, ORSAM Resource, no.1, 2016.
Eric Davis, “10 Conceptual Sins in Analyzing Middle East Politics.” http://new-middle-east.blogspot.com/2009/01/10-conceptual-sins-in-analyzing-middle.html .
Week 2: Conceptualizing the Middle East & the Emergence of Middle East
Karen Culcasi. “Constructing and Naturalizing the Middle East,” Geographical Review, Vol. 100, No. 4 (2010), pp. 583-97.
Rashid Khalidi, “The ‘Middle East’ as a Framework of Analysis: Re-Mapping a Region in the Era of Globalization,” Contemporary Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East, vol.18, no.1 (1998).
P. Bilgin, “Whose ‘Middle East’? Geopolitical Inventions and Practices of Security,” International Relations, vol.18, no.1, 2004.
Eugene L. Rogan, “The Emergence of the Middle East into the Modern State System,” in Louise Fawcett (ed.) International Relations of the Middle East, pp.17-38.
S. Bromley, Rethinking Middle East Politics, Austin, Un. Of Texas, 1994, ch.2.
R. Owen and Ş. Pamuk, A History of Middle East Economies in the Twentieth Century, London, I.B. Tauris, 1998, Part 1 (pp.1-91)
Recommended Readings
Roderic H. Davison, “Where is the Middle East?” Foreign Affairs, no 38, vol 1-4 (1959/1960).
C.G. Smith, “The Emergence of the Middle East,” J. of Contemporary History, vol.3, no.3, 1968.
N. Keddie, “Is There a Middle East,” Int. J. of Middle East Studies, vol.4, 1973.

Week 3: The Study of the Middle East and International Relations 
Timothy Mitchell, The Middle East in the Past and Future of Social Science,’ 2003, https://blogs.cuit.columbia.edu/tm2421/files/2018/01/Szanton-ed-Middle-East-in-Soc-Sci.pdf 
Lisa Wedeen, ‘Scientific Knowledge, Liberalism, and Empire: American Political Science in the Modern Middle East,’ in Seteney Shami Cynthia Miller-Idriss,  Middle East Studies for the New Millennium: Infrastructures of Knowledge, NYU Press, 2016, pp. 31-81. https://www.ssrc.org/publications/view/8A197ABF-ED60-DE11-BD80-001CC477EC70/ 
Richard Bulliet, ‘Confessions of a Middle East Studies Specialist,’ Middle East Law and Governance, 9, 2017.
F. Halliday, “Orientalism and Its Critics,” British Journal of Middle eastern Studies, vol.20, no.2 (1993).
Edward Said, “Orientalism Once More,” public lecture delivered at the Institute of Social Studies, 21 May 2003. 
Martin Kramer, ‘The Pathology of Middle Eastern Studies’, Keynote address to the Ninth Annual Conference of the Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa (ASMEA) October 28, 2016. 
Waleed Hazbun, “The Middle East through the Lens of Critical Geopolitics”, in M.E. Bonine, M.Gasper & A. Amanat (eds.), Where is the Middle East, (Stanford University Press, 2011), pp.207-230. 
Andrea Teti, “Bridging the Gap: IR, Middle East Studies and the Disciplinary Politics of the Area Studies Controversy,” European Journal of International Relations, vol.13, no.1 (2007).
Recommended Readings
Zachary Lockman, Contending Visions of the Middle East: The History and Politics of Orientalism, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), ch.3,5,6,7.
S. Bromley, Rethinking Middle East Politics, (Austin: University of Texas, 1994), ch.1.
F. Halliday, The Middle East in International Relations: Power, Politics and Ideology, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2005, Introduction and Ch.1.
Morten Valbjørn, "Toward a ‘Mesopotamian turn’: disciplinarity and the study of the international relations of the Middle East." Journal of Mediterranean studies 14.1/2 (2004).

Week 4: State Formation in the Middle East
Lisa Anderson, “The State in the Middle East and North Africa,” Comparative Politics, vol.20, no.1, (October 1987).
S. Bromley, Rethinking Middle East Politics, (Austin, Un. of Texas, 1994), ch.3&4. 
Nazih Ayubi, Over-Stating the Arab State (London: I.B.Tairus, 1995), Ch.1.
R. Hinnebusch, “Toward Historical Sociology of State Formation in the Middle East,” Middle East Critique, vol.19, no.3 (2010).
Mehran Kamrava, ‘Weak States in the Middle East’, in M. Kamrava (ed.), Fragile Politics: Weak States in the Greater Middle East, London, Hurst&Company. 2016.
Louise Fawcett, ‘States and sovereignty in the Middle East: myths and realities,’ International Affairs, 93 (4), 2017.
F. Halliday, The Middle East in International Relations: Power, Politics and Ideology (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), Ch.2, 3.
Recommended Readings
Iliya Harik, ‘The Origins of the Arab State System’ in G. Luciani (ed) The Arab State (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990).
Rolf Schwarz, “The Political Economy of State Formation in the Arab Middle East: Rentier States, Economic Reform, and Democratization,” Review of International Political Economy, vol.15, no.4 (2008).
Philip S. Khoury and Joseph Kostiner (eds.) Tribes and State Formation in the Middle East (Berkeley, LA: University of California Press, 1990) Introduction and Conclusion.

Week 5: Nationalism in the Middle East
Fred Halliday, Nation and Religion in the Middle East (Colorado: Lynne Rienner, 2000), Part I, Ch. 2.
Martin Kramer, “Arab Nationalism: Mistaken Identity,” Daedalus, vol.122, no.3 (Summer 1993).
Bassam Tibi, Arab Nationalism Between Islam and the Nation-State, Macmillan, 1997, ch.4,5,9,10.
As’ad Abu Khalil, ‘A New Arab Ideology?: The Rejuvenation of Arab Nationalism’, Middle East Journal, 46 (1), 1992.
James Jankowski and Israel Gershoni (Eds.) Rethinking Nationalism in the Arab Middle East (Columbia, NY: Columbia University Press, 1997) Introduction.
Adeed Dawisha, “Requem for Arab Nationalism”, Middle East Quarterly, Winter 2003.
Morten Valbjørn, ‘Arab Nationalism(s) in Transformation: From Arab Interstate Societies to an Arab-Islamic World Society’, in Barry Buzan & A. Gonzalez-Pelaez (eds.), International Society and the Middle East: English School Theory at the Regional Level, Palgrave Macmillan, 2009, pp.140-169.
Youssef Mohamed Sawani, ‘The ‘end of Pan-Arabism’ revisited: Reflections on the Arab Spring,’ Contemporary Arab Affairs, 5 (3), 2012.
Christopher Philips, ‘the Arabism debate and the Arab Uprisings,’ Mediterranean Politics, 19 (1), 2014.
Recommended Readings
Fouad Ajami, ‘The End of Pan-Arabism,’ Foreign Affairs, vol. 57, Winter 1978-79.
Youssef M. Choueiri, “Nationalisms in the Middle East: the Case of Pan-Arabism”, in Youssef M. Choueiri (ed.) A Companion to the History of the Middle East, (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005), pp.291-312.
Bassam Tibi, “From Pan-Arabism to the Community of Sovereign Arab States: Redefining the Arab and Arabism in the Aftermath of the Second Gulf War,” in Michael C. Hudson (ed.), Middle East Dilemma: The Politics and Economics of Arab Integration, (I.B. Tauris, 1999). 

Week 6: Political Islam and its Evolution
Mansoor Moaddel, "The study of Islamic culture and politics: An overview and assessment." Annual Review of Sociology 28.1 (2002): 359-386.
Joel Beinin and Joe Stark, ‘On the Modernity, Historical Specificity, and International Context of Political Islam’, Political Islam: Essays from Middle East Report, 1997.
Asef Bayat, “Post-Islamism at Large,” in A. Bayat (ed.), Post-Islamism: The Changing Faces of Political Islam, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013).
O. Roy, Secularism Confronts Islam, (New York: Columbia Univ. Press, 2007).
Salwa Ismail, “The Paradox of Islamist Politics”, Middle East Report, no.221, 2001.
Nazih Ayubi, Political Islam: Religion and Politics in the Arab World, (London: Routledge, 1991), ch.1 (The Theory and Practice of the Islamic State).
Frederic Volpi & Ewan Stein, ‘Islamism and the State after the Arab Uprisings: Between people power and state power,’ Democratization, 2015.
Sohail H. Hasmi, ‘Islam, the Middle East and the Pan-Islamic Movement,’ in Barry Buzan & A. Gonzalez-Pelaez (eds.), International Society and the Middle East: English School Theory at the Regional Level, Palgrave Macmillan, 2009, pp.170-200.
Peter Mandeville, “Islam and International Relations: From Umma to Nation State,” in Louise Fawcett (ed) International Relations of the Middle East, ch.8.
Recommended Readings
Lisa Anderson, ‘Fulfilling Prophecies: State Policy and Islamist Radicalism’ in John L. Esposito (ed) Political Islam: Radicalism or Reform? Boulder: Lynne Reinner Publishers, 1997.
Thomas Hegghammer, “The Rise of Muslim Foreign Fighters: Islam and Globalization of Jihad,” International Security, vol.35, no.3 (Winter 2010/11).
Fred Halliday, “The Politics of Umma: States and Community in Islamic Movements” in B. Roberson (ed.), Shaping the Islamic Reformation, (London: Routledge, 2003), pp.20-41.

Week 7: Ethnic and Religious Minorities

P.R. Kumaraswamy, ‘Problems of Studying Minorities in the Middle East,’ Alternatives 2 (2), 2003.
Gabriel Ben Dor, Minorities in the Middle East: Theory and Practice, in Ofra Bengio & Gabriel Ben Dor, Minorities and the State in the Arab World, Lynne Rienner, 1999.
Saba Mahmood, “Religious Freedom, the Minority Question, and Geopolitics in the Middle East,”  
Eva Pfösti, Will Kymlicka, ‘Minority Politics in the Middle East and North Africa: the prospects for transformative change,’ Ethnic and Racial Studies 38 (14), 2015.
Ceren Belge and Ekrem Karakoç, ‘Minorities in the Middle East: Ethnicity, Religion and Support for Authoritarianism,’ Political Research Quarterly, 2015.
Saad Eddin Ibrahim, “Ethnic and State Building in the Arab World,” International Social Science Journal, 1998.
Elizabeth Picard, "Conclusion Nation-Building and Minority Rights in the Middle East." Religious Minorities in the Middle East. Brill, 2012. 325-350.
Castellino, Joshua, and Kathleen Cavanaugh. "Transformations in the Middle East: The importance of the minority question." in Will Kymlicka & Eva Pfösti, Multiculturalism and Minority Rights in the Arab World, Oxford University Press, 2014: 53-73.
Eyadat, Zaid. "Minorities in the Arab world: faults, fault-lines, and coexistence." Multiculturalism and Minority Rights in the Arab World (2014): 74-99.

Recommended Readings
Will Kymlicka & Eva Pfösti, ‘Introduction,’ Multiculturalism and Minority Rights in the Arab World, Oxford University Press, 2014.
Mahmood Monshipouri & Jonathon Whooley, “Minorities and Marginalized Communities in the Middle East: The Case for Inclusion,” in Monshipouri, Human Rights in the Middle East, New York, Palgrave Macmillan 2011.
Lise Storm, “Ethnonational Minorities in the Middle East: Berbers, Kurds, and Palestinians,” in Youssef M. Choueiri (ed.) A Companion to the History of the Middle East, (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005).

Week 8: Gender Issues
Charles Tripp, The Power and the People: Paths of Resistance in the Middle East, Cambridge University Press, 2013, ch.4 (pp.176-218).
Suad Joseph, ‘Gender and Citizenship in Middle Eastern States,’ Middle East Report, no. 198, 1996.
Lila Abu-Lughod, ‘Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving? Anthropological Reflection on Cultural Relativism and its Others,’ American Anthropologist 104 (3), 2002. 
Valentine M. Moghadam, ‘Islamic Feminism and its Discontents: Toward a Resolution of the Debate,’ Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 2002.
Rochelle Terman, ‘Islamophopia, feminism and politics of critique,’ Theory, Culture & Society, 2015.
Mounira M. Charrad, ‘Gender in the Middle East: Islam, State, Agency,’ Annu. Rev. Sociol., 37, 2011.
Haideh Moghissi, ‘Islamic Feminism Revisited,’ Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, 31(1), 2011.
Moha Ennaji, ‘Mernissi’s impact on Islamic feminism: a critique of the religious approach,’ British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 2020.
Recommended Readings
Lila Abu-Lughod, ‘Orientalism and Middle East Feminist Studies,’ Feminist Studies 27 (1), 2001.
Norma Claire Moruzzi, ‘Gender and the Revolutions’, Middle East Report, no.268., 2013.
Margot Badran, ‘Between Secular and Islamic Feminism/s: Reflections on the middle East and Beyond,’ Journal of Middle East Women Studies, 2005.

Week 9: Development and Political Economy of the Middle East
Charles Tripp, The Power and the People: Paths of Resistance in the Middle East, Cambridge University Press, 2013, ch.3 (pp.134-175).
Melani Cammet, “Development and Underdevelopment in the Middle East and North Africa,” The Oxford Handbook of Politics of Development, 2017,  http://www.melanicammett.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Cammett_DevtUnderdevtMENA_OUP2016.pdf .
Timur Kuran, “The Puzzle of the Middle East’s Economic Underdevelopment,” in T. Kuran, The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle (Princeton University Press, 2012), ch.1. 
Giacimo Luciani, “Oil and Political Economy in the International Relations of the Middle East,” in Louise Fawcett (ed) International Relations of the Middle East, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013, ch. 5.
Clement M. Henry & Robert Springborg, Globalization and Politics of Development in the Middle East, (2nd ed.) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), ch.1.
Raymond Hinnebusch, “Globalization, The Highest Stage of Imperialism: Core-Periphery Dynamics in the Middle East,” The Middle East and Globalization. Palgrave Macmillan US, 2012. 21-39.
Özlem Tür, ‘Political Economy of the Arab States: Whither Any Change,’ Youssef Cherif, The Modern Arab State: A Decade of Uprisings in the Middle East and North Africa, Konrad Adenuer Stiftung,  2021, p.93-116.
Recommended Readings
S. Bromley, Rethinking Middle East Politics, (Austin, Un. of Texas, 1994), ch.5.
Paul Stevens, “Oil and Development”, in Youssef M. Choueiri (ed.) A Companion to the History of the Middle East, (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005).
Timothy Mitchell, ‘Dreamland: Neoliberalism of Your Desires,’ Middle East Report, no.210.
Simon Murden, “Political Economy: From Modernization to Globalization”, in Youssef M. Choueiri (ed.) A Companion to the History of the Middle East, (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005).
Tarik M. Yousef, “Development, Growth and Policy Reform in the Middle East and North Africa”, Journal of Economic Perspectives, vol.18, no.3 (2004).

Week 10: Zionism and the Palestine Question
Emma C. Murphy, “Zionism and the Palestine Question”, in Youssef M. Choueiri (ed.) A Companion to the History of the Middle East, (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005), pp.269-290.
Ilan Pappe, ‘Post-Zionist Critique on Israel and the Palestinians: Part I: The Academic Debate’, Journal of Palestine Studies, 26(1), 1997.
Charles Smith, “The Arab-Israeli Conflict”, in L. Fawcett (ed) International Relations of the Middle East, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013, ch.12.
Joel Benin & Lisa Hajjar, “Palestine, Israel and the Arab-Israeli Conflict: A Primer,” MERIP, 2014. https://www.merip.org/sites/default/files/Primer_on_Palestine-Israel%28MERIP_February2014%29final.pdf 
Rashid Khalidi, “The Formation of Palestinian Identity: The Critical Years, 1919-1923” (ch.7) and ‘The Disappearance and Remergence of Palestinian Identity’ (ch 8), in R. Khalidi, The Palestinian Identity: The Construction of Modern National Consciousness, Columbia University Press, 2010.
Musa Budeiri, “The Palestinians: Tensions between Nationalist and Religious Identities” in I.Gershoni & J. Jankowski, Rethinking Nationalism in the Middle East, (New York: Columbia University Press, 1997).
Hillel Frisch & Shmuel Sandler, “Religion, State and the Internaitional System in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict”, International Political Science Review 25 (1), 2004.
Yoav Peled "Toward Religious Zionist Hegemony in Israel," Middle East Report 292/3 (Fall/Winter 2019).
Recommended Readings
Rashid Khalidi, The Iron Cage, (Oxford: One World, 2006), ch.2.
Uri Ram, ‘Post-Zionist Studies of Israel: The First Decade,’ Israel Studies Forum, 20(2), 2005.
Bichara Khader, “The Palestine Question and the Arabs (1917-2017): Popular Support, Government Stakes,” 2017. http://www.iemed.org/observatori/arees-danalisi/arxius-adjunts/anuari/med.2017/previews/IEMed_Medyearbook2017_Palestine_Question_Arabs_1917_2017_Khader_EN.pdf

Week 11: International Relations of the Middle East 

L. Carl Brown, ‘Introduction.’ International Politics and the Middle East: Old Rules, Dangerous Game, Princeton University Press, 1984.
F. Halliday, The Middle East in International Relations: Power, Politics and Ideology, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2005, ch.2.
Rashid Khalidi, Sowing Crisis: The Cold War and American Dominance in the Middle East, Boston, Beacon Press, 2009, ch.1, 3.
Ian S. Lustick, ‘The Absence of Middle Eastern Great Powers: Political ‘Backwardness’ in Historical Perspective,’ International Organization, vol.51, no.4 (1997).
R. Hinnebusch, ‘The Middle East in the World Hierarchy: Imperialism and Resistance,’ Journal of International Relations & Development, 2011.
Bary Buzan & O. Waever, ‘The Middle East a Perennial Conflict formation’ (ch.7) in Regions and Power: The Structure of International Community, Cambridge University Press, 2003.
Ana Gonzalez-Pelaez , The Primary Institutions of the Middle Eastern Regional Interstate Society,in B.Buzan & Gonzalez Pelaez (eds.), International Society and the Middle East: English School Theory at the Regional Level, Palgrave, 2009, ch.5.
Simon W. Murden, The Secondary Institutions of the Middle Eastern Regional Interstate Society, in B.Buzan & Gonzalez Pelaez (eds.), International Society and the Middle East: English School Theory at the Regional Level, Palgrave, 2009, ch.6.
Morten Valbjørn & André Bank, “The New Arab Cold War: rediscovering the Arab dimension of Middle East regional politics,” Review of International Studies (2012).
May Darwich, ‘Alliance politics in the post-2011 Middle East: Advancing theoretical and empirical perspectives,’ Mediterranean Politics, 2021. 
Recommended Readings
Leonard Binder, ‘The Middle East as a Subordinate International System’, World Politics, 10 (3), 1958. 
R. Hinnebusch, “Introduction: The Analytical Framework,” in R. Hinnebusch & A. Ehteshami (eds.), The Foreign Policies of Middle East States, (Colarado: Lynne Rienner, 2002).
Michael N. Barnett, “Sovereignty, Nationalism, and Regional Order in the Arab States System,” International Organization, Vol. 49, No. 3 (Summer, 1995). 
Fred Gause III, ‘Sovereignty, Statecraft and Stability in the Middle East,’ Journal of International Affairs, Winter 1992, Vol. 45, Issue 2.
Baghat Korany, “The Middle East since the Cold War: Torn between Geopolitics and Geo-economics,” in Louise Fawcett (ed), International Relations of the Middle East, Oxford, New York, Oxford University Press, 2005.
Andreas Krieg, ‘Externalizing the Burden of War: the Obama Doctrine and US Foreign Policy in the ‘Middle East,’ International Affairs 92 (1), 2016.

Week 12: Authoritarianism and Democratization
Lisa Anderson, ‘Searching Where the Light Shines: Studying Democratization in the Middle East’, Annual Review Political Science, 2006.
Iliya Harik, ‘Democracy, "Arab Exceptionalism", and Social Science,’ Middle East Journal, 60 (4), 2006.
Larry Diamond, “Why there are no Arab Democracies?” Journal of Democracy, vol.21, no.1 (2010).
Eva Bellin, ‘Reconsidering the Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East’, Comparative Politics, 2012.
Raymond Hinnebusch, “Authoritarian Persistence, Democratization Theory and the Middle East,” Democratization, vol.13, no.3 (2006).
Giacimo Luciani, ‘Linking Economic and Political Reform in the Middle East: The Role of the Bourgeoise,’ in Debating Arab Authoritarianism: Dynamics and Durability in Nondemocratic Regimes, Standford University Press, 2007.
Raymond Hinnebusch, ‘Globalization, democratization and the Arab uprising: the International Factor in MENA’s failed democratization,’ Democratization 22 (2), 2015.
Ellen Lust, “Missing the Third Wave: Islam, Institutions and Democracy in the Middle East,” Studies in Comparative Int. Development, 46, 2011.
Andrea Teti, ‘Beyond Lies the Wub: The Challenges of (Post) Democratization.’ Middle East Critique 21.1 (2012).
Leonard Binder, ‘Exceptionalism and Authenticity: The Question of Islam and Democracy,’ The Arab Studies Journal 6(1), 1998. 
Recommended Readings
Michael L. Ross, ‘Does Oil hinder Democracy,’ World Politics, 53 (3), 2001.
Eva Bellin, “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism in Comparative Perspective”, Comparative Politics, Vol. 36, No. 2 (Jan., 2004).
Holger Albrecht & Oliver Schkumberger, “‘Waiting for Godot’: Regime Change without Democratization in the Middle East,” International Political Science Review, vol.25, no.4 (2004).
Daniel Brumberg, “Liberalization vs. Democracy: Understanding Arab Political Reform,” Carnegie Endowment, Democracy and Rule of Law Project, no. 37, 2003.
Mark Tessler, “Islam and Democracy in the Middle East: The Impact of Religious Orientations on Attitudes toward Democracy in Four Arab Countries,” Comparative Politics, Vol. 34, No. 3 (Apr., 2002).
Franseco Cavatarto, ‘Civil Society, democracy promotion and Islamism in the Southern Shores of Mediterranean’, Mediterranean Politics, 2008.

Week 13: Social Movements, The “Arab Spring” and its Aftermath
Charles Tripp, The Power and the People: Paths of Resistance in the Middle East, Cambridge University Press, 2013, Introduction (pp.1-18).
Raymond Hinnebusch,"Change and continuity after the Arab uprising: The consequences of state formation in Arab North African states." British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 42.1 (2015): 12-30.
Asef Bayat, “Plebebians of the Arab Spring,” Current Anthropology, 56 (11), 2015.
Asef Bayat, ‘The Arab Spring and Revolutionary Theory: An Intervention in a Debate’, Journal of Historical Sociology, 34, 2021.
John Chalcraft, ‘Revolutioanry Weakness in Gramscian Perspective: the Arab Middle East and North Africa since 2011,  Middle East Critique, 30 (1), 2021.
B.J. Brownlee and M. Ghiabi, “Passive, Silent and Revolutionary: the ‘Arab Spring’ Revisited,” Middle East Critique, 25 (3). 2016.
Lina Khatib, ‘What Has Changed in the Arab World’s Political Systems,’ in Youssef Cherif, The Modern Arab State: A Decade of Uprisings in the Middle East and North Africa, Konrad Adenuer Stiftung,  2021, p.15-39.
Andre Bank & Jan Busse, ‘MENA political science research a decade after the Arab uprisings: Facing the facts on tremulous grounds’, Mediterranean Politics, 2021. 
Recommended Readings
“Waking from its Sleep – A Special Report on the Arab World,” The Economist, July 25th, 2009, http://www.economist.com/node/14027698 .
Jean-François Bayart, “Another Look at the Arab Springs,” Societes Politiques Comparees, no.35 (2013).
Mohammad Ayoob, “The Arab Spring: its Geostrategic Significance”, Middle East Policy, vol.19, no.3 (2012).
Alfred Stepan and Juan J. Linz, “Democratization theory and the “Arab Spring,” Journal of Democracy, Volume 24, Number 2 April 2013. 
Melani Cammet, “A Political Economy of the Arab Uprisings,” A Political Economy of the Middle East (2013).
Joel Beinin, ‘Political Economy and Social movement Theory Perspectives on the Tunisian and Egyptian Popular Uprisings of 2011’, LSE Middle East Centre Paper Series, no.14, January 2016. 


	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	 Followers of the seminar are expected to be aware of the general course of history, politics and economics of the region. The participants should read weekly readings and contribute to class discussions each week. Each seminar participant is required to write 4 response papers (1000 words) on any four of the topics (orientalism/ state formation; political Islam / Arab nationalism; minorities/gender; political economy / democratization; international relations / social movements) handled throughout the schedule and submit it before the relevant session. Each week the participants will be asked to join discussions through reviewing an article, according to a schedule to be defined in the class. Additionally, the students are expected to write a film review or write a book-review (1000-words) related to politics and/or society in the Middle East. This review is to be submitted before the 13th week. Finally, each participant will submit an original academic research paper (4000-words) due on the scheduled final examination date and present it in the class.

	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
		1
	At the end of the course students will be able to assess interaction of various dynamics in the Middle East politics and will be able to analyze recent developments using the relevant literature.




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 1.
	To be able to access and utilize conceptual, theoretical, and empirical information by using latest academic resources in international relations and relevant disciplines. 

	PO 5.
	To have advanced knowledge of regional issues and problems through field studies.

	PO 12.
	As educated, enlightened, reliable, and creative individuals contribute to social development and approach situations and events with objectivity and critical thinking.




	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction

	2. Week
	Conceptualizing the Middle East & the Emergence of Middle East

	3. Week
	The Study of the Middle East and International Relations

	4. Week
	State Formation in the Middle East

	5. Week
	Nationalism in the Middle East

	6. Week
	Political Islam and its Evolution

	7. Week
	Ethnic and Religious Minorities

	8. Week
	Gender Issues

	9. Week
	Development and Political Economy of the Middle East

	10.Week
	Zionism and the Palestine Question

	11.Week
	International Relations of the Middle East

	12.Week
	Authoritarianism and Democratization

	13.Week
	Social Movements, The “Arab Spring” and its Aftermath

	14.Week
	Review of the Middle East / Presentations




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	class performance and article reviews
	1
	%10

	film/book review
	1
	% 10

	response papers
	4
	% 40

	research paper
	1
	% 30

	presentation
	1
	% 10

	Total
	8
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU
(https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




