	ANKARA YILDIRIM BEYAZIT UNIVERSITY – DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
COURSE SYLLABUS

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 309
	
Politics of Caucasus and Central Asia
	
Elective
	
6
	
-
	24.10.2025

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Assoc. Prof. Sevinç Özcan & sozcan@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Monday, 12:00-13:00, B350

	Course Content and Objectives
	The main objective of this course is to analyze post-communist Central Asia and Caucasus in terms of the relationship between identity and internal/regional-global politics. In this course the reshaping relations between ethnicity, religion and politics in Central Asia, Caucasus and Russia will be discussed in a comparative way.

	Textbook(s)
	
Week 2: Political and Cultural History of Silk Road 

Required Readings 

· Dilip Hiro, “Introduction”, Inside Central Asia, New York, London: Overlook, Duckworth, 2011, pp. 17-32. 


· Richard Foltz, Religions of the Silk Road: Premodern Patterns of Globalization, Palgrave Macmillan, 1999, 2010, pp. 1-22, 23-37, 85-105.


Week 3: Tsarist Central Asia 


Required Readings 

· Dilip Hiro, “Introduction”, Inside Central Asia, New York, London: Overlook, Duckworth, 2011, pp. 33-62. 

· Adeeb Khalid, “Introduction”, Islam after Communism, University of Califronia Press, 2007, pp. 1-19. 


Week 4: Soviet Central Asia 


· Adeeb Khalid, “Soviet Assault on Islam”, Islam after Communism, University of California Press, 2007, pp. 50-84. 

· Rogers Brubaker, Nationalism Reframed: Nationhood and the National Question in the New Europe, Cambridge University Press, 1996, 2007. 


Week 5: Nationalism and Religion in Post-Soviet Central Asia and Caucasus


Required Readings 


· Adeeb Khalid, “The Revival of Islam”, “Islam in Opposition”, Islam after Communism, University of California Press, 2007, pp.116-168. 


· Shireen Hunter, Islam in Russia, The Politics of Identity and Security, Center for International and Strategic Studies, London: M.E. Sharpe, 2004, p. 127-278.



Suggested Readings 

· Abduvakhitov, Abduljabar, “Muslim Community in Uzbekistan”, Michael Bourdeaux (ed.), The Politics of Religion in Russia and the New States of Eurasia, London: M.E. Sharpe 1995. 


· Sevinç Alkan Özcan, “Küreselleşme ve Milliyetçilik: Eski Sovyet Alanı”, Küyerel Dönüşümler, Küre, 2012. 


· Malashenko, Alexei V., “Russia and Central Asian Islam”, Muhammet Savaş Kafkasyalı (der.), OrtaAsya’da İslam: TemsildenFobiye (Islam in Central Asia: From Representation to Phobia), III. Cilt, pp. 1345-1377. 

· Elmira Akhmedova, “Russia”, Nielsen Jorgen (ed.), Yearbook of Muslims in Europe 3, Brill, 2011, pp.471-492. 

· Sevinç Alkan Özcan,  Rusya ve Polonya’da Din, Kimlik, Siyaset, İstanbul: Küre Yayınları, 2012, pp. 287-301.



Week 6: Diasporas and Russian Minorities 


Required Readings 

· Maria Koinova, “Diasporas and democratization in the post-communist world”, Communist and Post-Communist Studies, Volume 42, Issue 1, March 2009, pp. 41-64. 

· Anata Pavlenko, “Russian in post-Soviet Countries”, Russian Linguistics (2008), 32, pp. 59-80.

· Ammon Cheskin, “Identity and Integration of Russian Speakers in the Baltic States: A Framework for Analysis”, Ethnopolitics, 14:1, 2015, pp. 72-93.

· Sebastien Peyrouse,“The Russian Minority in Central Asia: Migration, Politics and Language”, Occasional Paper 297, Kennan Institute, Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars. 


Suggested Readings

· Sevinç Alkan Özcan, Bir Sovyet Mirası: Rus Azınlıklar, KüreYayınları,  2005. (In English , Russian Minorities in Post-Soviet Space,  MA Thesis, Marmara University, 2002) 



Week 7: Central Asia and Caucasia in Global Politics 1


Required Readings :

· B.O. Berdiyev, “Central Asia: International Relations As a Factor of Regional Stability and Integration”, The American Journal of Political Science Law and Criminology, October 30, 2020 |  118-122


·  Khayal Iskandarov,  Piotr Gawliczek, “ The “new great game” in the south caucasus: competition for power and influence”,  Social development & Security, Vol. 10, No. 1, – 2020. 

· Andrey Sushentsov and Nikita Neklyudov, The Caucasus in Russian foreign policy strategy, CAUCASUS SURVEY 2020, VOL. 8, NO. 2, 127–141
· IMTIAZ AHMAD , “THE RISE AND RETURN OF THE TALIBAN IN AFGHANISTAN,  14 FEBRUARY 2022, https://yakasya.com/en/the-rise-and-return-of-the-taliban-in-afghanistan-21
· JAVED ZAFAR, CENTRAL ASIA AFTER US WITHDRAWAL FROM AFGHANISTAN, 15 JANUARY 2022, NEAR ASIA FORUM, HTTPS://YAKASYA.COM/EN/CENTRAL-ASIA-AFTER-US-WITHDRAWAL-FROM-AFGHANISTAN-14
· 

Week 8: Central Asia and Caucasia in Global Politics 2

Required Readings 

· Emil Aslan Souleimanov, “The South Caucasus: Turmoil in the Shadow of Russo-American Relations” Middle East Policy, Vol. XXIV, No. 2, Summer 2017. 

· Zaur Shiriyev “Azerbaijan’s Relations with Russia Closer by Default?”, Russia and Eurasia Programme | March 2019.

· JAVED ZAFAR, “CHINA-CENTRAL ASIA MILITARY RELATIONS”, 21 FEBRUARY 2022, NEAR ASIA FORUM, HTTPS://YAKASYA.COM/EN/CHINA-CENTRAL-ASIA-MILITARY-RELATIONS-22 
· ATHAR ZAFAR, “INDIA-CENTRAL ASIA SUMMIT INTENSIFIES ENGAGEMENT”, 14 MARCH 2022, HTTPS://YAKASYA.COM/EN/INDIA-CENTRAL-ASIA-SUMMIT-INTENSIFIES-ENGAGEMENT-
· https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/08/23/china-builds-bridges-on-uneven-ground-in-central-asia/
· https://www.cacianalyst.org/resources/230725_FT_Vakhabov_edditted.pdf


Week 9: Central Asia and Caucasia in Regional Politics 



Required Readings: 

· Farhad Mammadov, Azad Garibov, “South Caucasus as a Regional Security Complex: Divergence of Identity and Interdependence of Security”. 
 
· Mohammad Jafar Javadi Arjm, “Iran and Turkey in the South Caucasus: Competition and Cooperation”,  Journal of Iran and Central Eurasia Studies 1, 1 (Spring 2018): 15-31


· Çelikpala, Mitat, “Türkiye ve Kafkasya: Reaksiyoner Dış Politikadan Proaktif Ritmik Diplomasiye Geçiş”, Uluslararası İlişkiler, Cilt 7, Sayı 25 (Bahar 2010), s. 93-126.


· CENGIZ TOMAR, “TÜRKİYE AND THE TURKIC WORLD: 2021”, NEAR ASIA FORUM, HTTPS://YAKASYA.COM/EN/TURKIYE-AND-THE-TURKIC-WORLD-2021-18 

· FARID SHAVIYEV, POST-CONFLICT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE SOUTH CAUCASUS AFTER 44-DAY WAR   HTTPS://WWW.YAKASYA.COM/EN/POST-CONFLICT-DEVELOPMENTS-IN-THE-SOUTH-CAUCASUS-AFTER-44-DAY-WAR-13

· https://www.lse.ac.uk/ideas/Assets/Documents/updates/2025-SU-SCaucasus-WEB-03.pdf

· HTTPS://WWW.CACIANALYST.ORG/PUBLICATIONS/ANALYTICAL-ARTICLES/ITEM/13889-ARMENIA-AZERBAIJAN-PEACE-WHAT-IS-IRAN-REALLY-AFRAID-OF?.HTML



Week 11: Soft Power of the Russian Federation
	

Required Readings
	
· Dunlop, John, “The Russian Orthodox Church as an “Empire Saving” Institution”, Bourdeaux, Michael, (ed.) The Politics Religion in Russia and the new States of Eurasia, New York: M.E. Sharpe, 1995, pp. 15-40.



· Suggested Readings

· Sevinç Alkan Özcan, Rusya ve Polonya’da Din, Kimlik, Siyaset, İstanbul: Küre Yayınları, 2012, ss. 253-305.

· Anderson, John, Religion, State and Politics in the Soviet Union and Successor States, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994. 



Week 12: Russian Orientalism 


Required Readings 

· Stephanie Cronin, “Edward Said, Russian Orientalism and Soviet Iranology”, Iranian Studies, 48:5, pp 647-662.

· Mustafa Özbaş, “Historical Origins of Academic Orientalism in Russia”, MA Thesis, 2006, Middle East Technical University. 


Suggested Readings

· Alau Adilbaye, “Rus Oryantalizminin Oluşumunda Kazan Ekolü’nün Rolü”, Dini Araştırmalar, Ocak-Nisan 2002, C. 4, s. 12, ss. 109-123. 

· İsmail Pehlivan,“Rusya ve Oryantalizm”, Asia Minor Studies – International Journal of Social Sciences”,Cilt 4, Sayı 8, Temmuz 2016. 



Week 13: Eurasianism in Russian Thought 

Required Readings

· Vladimer Papava, “The Eurasianism of Russian Anti-Westernism and the Concept of “Central Caucaso-Asia”, Russian Politics and Law, vol. 51, no. 6, November-December 2013, pp. 45-86 

· Aryanta Nugraha, “Eurasianism in Russian Foreign Policy: Echoes from the Past or Compromise with the Future”, Global & Strategies, Th. 9, No. 1. 


	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	This course is based on class attendance, one week article/reading presentation,  mid-term exam and final exam.

	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
		1
	Have a good general knowledge of the main discussions on  the identity and regional /international issues experienced by Caucasian and Central Asian countries  

	2
	Be able to compare Russia and other Eurasian countries in terms of the issues of identity, religion and politics

	3
	Develop oral and written skills




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 1.
	To be able to access and utilize conceptual, theoretical, and empirical information by using latest academic resources in international relations and relevant disciplines. 

	PO 5.
	To have advanced knowledge of regional issues and problems through field studies.

	PO 12.
	As educated, enlightened, reliable, and creative individuals contribute to social development and approach situations and events with objectivity and critical thinking.




	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction to the Course

	2. Week
	Political and Cultural History of Silk Road

	3. Week
	Tsarist Central Asia

	4. Week
	Soviet Central Asia

	5. Week
	Nationalism and Religion in Post-Soviet Central Asia and Caucasus

	6. Week
	Diasporas and Russian Minorities

	7. Week
	Central Asia and Caucasia in Global Politics 1

	8. Week
	Central Asia and Caucasia in Global Politics 2

	9. Week
	Central Asia and Caucasia in Regional Politics

	10.Week
	Midterm

	11.Week
	Soft Power of the Russian Federation

	12.Week
	Russian Orientalism

	13.Week
	Eurasianism in Russian Thought

	14.Week
	Final Week




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Class attendance, one week article/reading presentation
	1
	%20

	Mid-term
	1
	% 40

	Final examination
	1
	% 40

	Total
	3
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU
(https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




