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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE409 

	
Balkan Politics 

	Compulsory/
Elective
	
6
	

	

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Adisa Avdić-Küsmüş 


	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Monday 12:00-14:00

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course examines the political, historical, and socio-economic developments in the Balkan Peninsula from the late Ottoman period to the present day. It explores the causes and consequences of regional conflicts, the processes of state-building and democratization, the role of nationalism and identity politics, and the influence of external actors such as the EU, NATO, Russia, and Turkey. Special attention will be given to post-conflict peacebuilding, reconciliation efforts, and the challenges of Euro-Atlantic integration. 
[image: ] [image: ] 


	Textbook(s)
	1. Djokić D. (Ed.) (2003), Yugoslavism. Histories of a Failed Idea 1918-1992, Hurst &Company London,  
2. Todorova M. (2004), Balkan Identities. Nation and Memory, Hurst &Company London,  
3. Todorova M. (2009), Imagining the Balkans, Oxford University Press, New York.  

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	Class discussiom, home assingment (book review)

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	Understand the historical and geopolitical complexity of the Balkans.  


	2
	Analyze the roots and dynamics of ethnic conflicts in the region.  


	3
	Assess the role of nationalism, religion, and identity in political developments.  


	4
	Evaluate the influence of international actors on Balkan politics  


	5
	Critically discuss post-conflict peacebuilding,reconciliation, and transitional justice in the  Balkans  


	6
	

	7
	




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	
	Understanding regional politcs and foreign policy 

	
	Conflict anlaysis and peacebuilding 

	
	Analysis of  Turkish foreign policy in the Western Balkans 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction: Defining the Balkans 


	2. Week
	Nationalism and State Formation in the 19th and Early 20th Century 


	3. Week
	The Balkans in the Interwar Period and WWII 


	4. Week
	Socialist Yugoslavia and Other Socialist States in the Balkans 


	5. Week
	The Collapse of Yugoslavia: Causes and Consequences 


	6. Week
	The Wars of Yugoslav Succession (1991–1999) 


	7. Week
	Peace Agreements and Post-Conflict Reconstruction 


	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Transitional Justice and Reconciliation in the Balkans 


	10. Week
	The Balkans and the EU 


	11. Week
	The Balkans and NATO 


	12. Week
	The Role of Russia, Turkey, and Other External Actors 


	13. Week
	Contemporary Political Challenges 


	14. Week
	Regional Cooperation and Disputes 


	15. Week
	Future of the Balkans in International Politics 





	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	1
	% 30

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	1
	%20

	Attendance
	
	%

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	1
	%50

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.
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