	ANKARA YILDIRIM BEYAZIT UNIVERSITY – DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
COURSE SYLLABUS

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 413
	
Turkish Politics and Foreign Policy
	
Elective
	
6
	
-
	24.10.2025

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Assoc. Prof. Sevinç Özcan & sozcan@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Monday, 13:00-14:00, B350

	Course Content and Objectives
	During the course, historical background of Turkish politics and foreign policy, interaction between Turkish domestic and foreign policy issues, the main determinants of TFP, transformation of some foreign policy issues, new conceptualizations, and new actors and new areas of foreign policy to be discussed. Turkey’s transatlantic ties and its relations with the EU and European countries, Turkey's relations with the countries in the Balkans, Middle East, Southern Caucasus, Central Asia will be examined. 

	Textbook(s)
	
Nejat DOĞAN,  Ahmet SÖZEN (eds), Turkish Foreign Policy 1, Anadolu University Pubication, 2019

Week 2: Ottoman Legacy and  Determinants of Turkish Foreign Policy. 

Turkish Politics: Introduction: Theory, Method and Scope


Readings

Mustafa Aydın, “The Determinants of Turkish Foreign Policy, and Turkey’s European Vocation,” The Review of International Affairs, Vol.3, No.2, Winter 2003. 

 Mustafa Aydın, “Determinants of Turkish Foreign Policy”, Nejat DOĞAN,  Ahmet SÖZEN (eds), Turkish Foreign Policy 1, Anadolu University Publication, 2019, Chapter 1. 

William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy Since 1774, (London: Routledge), 2013, Chapter 1. 

Erik J. Zürcher, Turkey: A Modern History , I.B.Tauris.  

Week 3:  Turkish Foreign Policy in the Early Years, 1923-1938 (Atatürk Period)
From Constitutional Monarchy of The Ottoman Empire to the Multi-Party Period of The Republic of Turkey

Readings

Seçkin Barış Gülmez, “Turkish Foreign Policy in the Early Years,  1923-1938”, Nejat DOĞAN,  Ahmet SÖZEN (eds), Turkish Foreign Policy 1, Anadolu University Publication, 2019, Chapter 2. 

William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy Since 1774, (London: Routledge), 2013, Chapter 2. (PRESENTATION READING)

Baskın Oran, Turkish Foreign Policy 1919-2006, (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press), 2010. Section 2. (PRESENTATION READING)

Alpaslan Özerdem, Matthew Whiting, (eds), The Routledge Handbook of Turkish Politics, 2019.  PART I: HISTORY AND THE MAKING OF CONTEMPORARY TURKEY  1. Turkish Politics: Structures and Dynamics Samim Akgönül & Baskin Oran  2. Turkey’s Never Ending Search for Democracy İlter Turan  3. Turkish Secularism: Looking Forward and Beyond the West Murat Somer (PRESENTATION READING) 


Week 4: Turkish Foreign Policy During the Second World  War, 1939-1945 (İnönü Years) 
Political Parties and Elections

Readings

Hakan Özden, “Turkish Foreign Policy During the Second World  War, 1939-1945”, Nejat DOĞAN,  Ahmet SÖZEN (eds), Turkish Foreign Policy 1, Anadolu University Publication, 2019,  Chapter 3. 

William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy Since 1774, (London: Routledge), 2013, Chapter 3. (PRESENTATION READING)


Baskın Oran, Turkish Foreign Policy 1919-2006, (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press), 2010. Section 3. (PRESENTATION READING)

Alpaslan Özerdem, Matthew Whiting, (eds), The Routledge Handbook of Turkish Politcs, 2019.  PART I: HISTORY AND THE MAKING OF CONTEMPORARY TURKEY ,  4. Political Islam Kristin Fabbe & Efe Murat Balıkçıoğlu  5. The Politics of Turkish Nationalism: Continuity and Change Durukan Kuzu. 



Week 5: Democrat Party and Foreign Policy (1950-1960) 
Political Ideologies in Turkish Political Life

Readings 

Betül Dicle, “Turkish Foreign Policy During the Cold War, 1945-1990”,  Nejat DOĞAN,  Ahmet SÖZEN (eds), Turkish Foreign Policy 1, Anadolu University Publication, 2019,  Chapter 4. 

William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy Since 1774, (London: Routledge), 2013, Chapter 4. (PRESENTATION READING)

Alpaslan Özerdem, Matthew Whiting, (eds), The Routledge Handbook of Turkish Politcs, 2019.  PART II: POLITICS AND INSTITUTIONS  6. Elections, Parties and the Party System Ersin Kalaycıoğlu  7. The Presidency: From Independence to the AKP Menderes Çınar & Nalan Soyarık Şentürk. (PRESENTATION READING) 



Week 6: : Turkey’s Foreign Policy in the 1960’s and the USA 
The Constitutional Developments in Turkey

Readings:

Betül Dicle, “Turkish Foreign Policy During the Cold War, 1945-1990”,  Nejat DOĞAN,  Ahmet SÖZEN (eds), Turkish Foreign Policy 1, Anadolu University Publication, 2019,  Chapter 4. 

William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy Since 1774, (London: Routledge), 2013, Chapter 5. (PRESENTATION READING)

Alpaslan Özerdem, Matthew Whiting, (eds), The Routledge Handbook of Turkish Politcs, 2019. PART II: POLITICS AND INSTITUTIONS   8. Civil Military Relations Metin Heper  9. NGOs and Civil Society Markus Ketola  10. The Media and Media Policy Eylem Yanardağoğlu . (PRESENTATION READING) 


Week 7: Turkey, Cyprus and the Middle East in the 1970s 

Secularization Process and Secularization Thesis


Betül Dicle, “Turkish Foreign Policy During the Cold War, 1945-1990”,  Nejat DOĞAN,  Ahmet SÖZEN (eds), Turkish Foreign Policy 1, Anadolu University Publication, 2019,  Chapter 4. 


William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy Since 1774, (London: Routledge), 2013, Chapter 5. (PRESENTATION READING)


Baskın Oran, Turkish Foreign Policy 1919-2006, (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press), 2010. Section 5. (PRESENTATION READING)

Alpaslan Özerdem, Matthew Whiting, (eds), The Routledge Handbook of Turkish Politics, 2019. PART III: THE ECONOMY, ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT  11. Political Economy Alu Burak Güven  12. Energy Security and Policy: Between Bandwagoning and Hedging H. Akın Ünver  13. The Politics of Environment and Climate Change Ümit Şahin (PRESENTATION READING)


 Week 9: Özal Years and the End of the Cold War


Readings: 

William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy Since 1774, (London: Routledge), 2013, Chapter 5, 6. (PRESENTATION READING)


Baskın Oran, Turkish Foreign Policy 1919-2006, (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press), 2010. Section 6. (PRESENTATION READING)





Week 10: The Military and Foreign Policy in the 1990s 
Civil-Military Relations in Turkey

William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy Since 1774, (London: Routledge), 2013, Chapters 6-11. (PRESENTATION READING)


Baskın Oran, Turkish Foreign Policy 1919-2006, (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press), 2010. Section 7. (PRESENTATION READING)

 Alpaslan Özerdem, Matthew Whiting, (eds), The Routledge Handbook of Turkish Politics, 2019. 20. Terrorism, Counter-Insurgency and Societal Relations Gareth Jenkins  21. The Village Guard System: Counter-Insurgency and Local Collaboration Evren Balta  22. The 15 July 2016 Failed Coup and the Security Sector Yaprak Gürsoy. (PRESENTATION READING) 




Week 11: The Principles of the Justice and Development Party’s  (JDP) Foreign Policy
The Evolution of Turkey’s Political Economy Since Constitutional Monarchy

Baskın Oran, Turkish Foreign Policy 1919-2006, (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press), 2010. Section 8. (PRESENTATION READING)


Murat Yeşiltaş , “A Dictionary of Turkish Foreign Policy in the AK Party Era: A Conceptual Map”, http://sam.gov.tr/pdf/sam-papers/SAM_Papers-No.-07.pdf(PRESENTATION READING)


Ahmet Davutoğlu, Teoriden Pratiğe Türk Dış Politikası Üzerine Konuşmalar (2002-2009), Küre Yayınları. 
(PRESENTATION READING)


Alpaslan Özerdem, Matthew Whiting, (eds), The Routledge Handbook of Turkish Politcs, 2019. ART V: STATE, SOCIETY AND RIGHTS  23. Human Rights Zehra F. Kabasakal Arat  24. Politics and the Women’s Movement Sevgi Adak  25. Religious Minorities Samim Akgönül  26. Religious Education Bekir S. Gür  27. The Transformation of Health and Healthcare Enis Bariş . (PRESENTATION READING)


Week 12: The JDP and the West 

Readings 

Fatma Fulya Hisarlıoğlu, “Turkish Foreign Policy and the Politics of Europeanization, 1990-2007” , Nejat DOĞAN,  Ahmet SÖZEN (eds), Turkish Foreign Policy 1, Anadolu University Publication, 2019,  Chapter 5. 


William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy Since 1774, (London: Routledge), 2013, Chapters 7-8. (PRESENTATION READING)

Week 13: Turkish Foreign Policy Between 2007 and 2017: The Strategic Depth

Readings 

Mehtap Kara, “Turkish Foreign Policy Between 2007 and 2017: The Strategic Depth”, Nejat DOĞAN,  Ahmet SÖZEN (eds), Turkish Foreign Policy 1, Anadolu University Publication, 2019,  Chapter 6.  

William Hale, Turkish Foreign Policy Since 1774, (London: Routledge), 2013, Chapters 10-11. (PRESENTATION READING)


Muharrem Ekşi “Public Diplomacy and Soft Power in Recent Turkish Foreign Policy”, Nejat DOĞAN,  Ahmet SÖZEN (eds), Turkish Foreign Policy 1, Anadolu University Publication, 2019,  Chapter 7. 





Week 14: Turkish Politics and Foreign Policy in Recent Years 


PRESENTATION READINGS 

https://istanpol.org/en/post-turkish-foreign-policy-in-focus-2024-in-review-and-2025-outlook

https://mecouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/ME-Council_Issue-Brief-_Turkish-Foreign-Policy-Finall-_WEB.pdf

https://carnegieendowment.org/europe/strategic-europe/2024/09/turkeys-foreign-policy-ambitions-meet-reality?lang=en

https://www.setav.org/en/turkiyes-foreign-and-security-policies-in-2025

https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1057/s41311-024-00638-w.pdf

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	This course is based on class attendance and presentations, mid-term exam, and final exam.

	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
		1
	Have a good general knowledge of historical background of Turkish politics and foreign policy, interaction between Turkish domestic and foreign policy issues, the main determinants of TFP, transformation of some foreign policy issues, new conceptualizations, and new actors and new areas of foreign policy.

	2
	Develop oral and written skills




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 1.
	To be able to access and utilize conceptual, theoretical, and empirical information by using latest academic resources in international relations and relevant disciplines. 

	PO 5.
	To have advanced knowledge of regional issues and problems through field studies.

	PO 12.
	As educated, enlightened, reliable, and creative individuals contribute to social development and approach situations and events with objectivity and critical thinking.




	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction to the Course

	2. Week
	Ottoman Legacy and  Determinants of Turkish Foreign Policy

	3. Week
	Turkish Foreign Policy in the Early Years, 1923-1938 (Atatürk Period)

	4. Week
	Turkish Foreign Policy During the Second World  War, 1939-1945 (İnönü Years) 

	5. Week
	Democrat Party and Foreign Policy (1950-1960)

	6. Week
	Turkey’s Foreign Policy in the 1960’s and the USA

	7. Week
	Turkey, Cyprus and the Middle East in the 1970s

	8. Week
	Midterm

	9. Week
	Özal Years and the End of the Cold War

	10.Week
	The Military and Foreign Policy in the 1990s

	11.Week
	The Principles of the Justice and Development Party’s  (JDP) Foreign Policy

	12.Week
	The JDP and the West

	13.Week
	Turkish Foreign Policy Between 2007 and 2017: The Strategic Depth

	14.Week
	Turkish Politics and Foreign Policy in Recent Years

	15.Week
	Final Week




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Class attendance and presentation
	1
	%20

	Mid-term
	1
	% 40

	Final examination
	1
	% 40

	Total
	3
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU
(https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




