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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 600
	
Political Theories and International Relations 
	Elective
	
10

	
--
	30.01.2026

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Assoc.Prof.Dr. Bayram SİNKAYA & bsinkaya@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Thursday, 13.00-14.00 @ B-321

	Course Content and Objectives
	This graduate seminar examines the evolution, foundations, and major debates of political theories in International Relations (IR). It begins with the philosophy of science and epistemological debates shaping the discipline, followed by an analysis of the emergence and transformation of the modern international system. The course then systematically explores major theoretical traditions, including liberalism, realism, and the English School, alongside critical approaches such as Marxism and Critical Theory. It further engages with post-positivist perspectives, including postmodernism and constructivism, and addresses normative theory and international ethics. Finally, the course critically evaluates Western-centrism in IR and explores the prospects for non-Western theoretical contributions. Throughout, emphasis is placed on comparing theories, understanding their assumptions, and applying them to contemporary global issues.

The course aims to develop an advanced and critical understanding of the major theoretical traditions in International Relations by familiarizing students with their core assumptions, concepts, and debates. It seeks to enhance students’ ability to evaluate and compare competing theoretical perspectives while providing a comprehensive overview of the historical evolution of the discipline. The course also aims to equip students with the analytical skills necessary to interpret international developments through multiple theoretical lenses. In addition, it fosters critical engagement with key issues such as epistemological debates, normative questions, and the problem of Western-centrism in International Relations, encouraging students to reflect on both the scope and limitations of existing theories.

	Textbook(s)
	· Yurdusev, A. International relations and the philosophy of history: A civilizational approach. Springer, 2003.
· Burchill, Scott, et al. Theories of international relations. Palgrave Macmillan, 2005.
· Dunne, Tim. International relations theories: Discipline and diversity. Oxford University Press, 2024.
· Martin Griffiths (ed.), International Relations Theory for the Twenty-First Century, (New York: Routledge, 2007).
· Wendt, Alexander. Social theory of international politics. Vol. 67. Cambridge university press, 1999. 
· Barry Buzan & Jack Lawson, The Global Transformation: History, Modernity and the Making of International Relations (Cambridge Studies in International Relations), 2015.
· Acharya, Amitav, and Barry Buzan. The making of global international relations. Cambridge University Press, 2019.

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	The course combines lectures with seminar-style discussions of assigned readings to promote active participation and critical thinking. It incorporates response papers, case study analysis, and student presentations to strengthen analytical, research, and communication skills.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	Explain the core assumptions, concepts, and key thinkers of major International Relations theories.

	2
	Compare and contrast competing theoretical perspectives in terms of their epistemological and methodological foundations.

	3
	Analyze international events and processes through multiple theoretical lenses.

	4
	Critically evaluate the strengths and limitations of major IR theories, including their normative and empirical implications.

	5
	Assess key debates in the discipline, including issues of Western-centrism and the prospects for non-Western approaches to International Relations.

	6
	

	7
	




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 1
	To be able to thoroughly understand and explain the concepts and rules of the International Relations discipline.

	PO 2
	 To access and utilize advanced conceptual, theoretical, and empirical knowledge in light of current academic resources related to the discipline of international relations.

	PO 3
	To be able to collect data, analyze, and make scientific evaluations using relevant research methods.

	PO 4
	the theoretical knowledge and analytical techniques they have acquired, they can interpret current national and international developments and generate solutions to political and social problems.


	PO 6
	To be able to follow theoretical, methodological and practical changes and innovations in international relations and its sub-fields.

	PO 7
	To inform individuals and institutions working in fields such as international relations and foreign policy, and to convey their thoughts and proposed solutions to problems, supported by quantitative and qualitative data, in both written and oral form.

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Contribution of the Course to Field of Instruction
	This course contributes to the study of International Relations by providing a comprehensive and theoretically grounded framework through which students can understand and interpret global politics. By systematically engaging with both classical and contemporary IR theories, it strengthens students’ analytical and critical thinking skills, enabling them to assess international phenomena beyond descriptive accounts. The course also bridges political theory and IR, fostering a deeper awareness of the philosophical, epistemological, and normative foundations of the discipline. Furthermore, by addressing key debates such as Western-centrism and the emergence of non-Western perspectives, it broadens the intellectual scope of IR and encourages more inclusive and reflexive approaches to global issues. Overall, the course equips students with the theoretical tools necessary for advanced academic research and informed policy analysis in the field of International Relations.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	INTRODUCTION

	2. Week
	THINKING ABOUT IR: POLICY, THEORY, DISCIPLINE (PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE AND IR)

	3. Week
	MODERN INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM AND IR

	4. Week
	LIBERALISM & ITS VARIANTS

	5. Week
	REALISM & ITS VARIANTS

	6. Week
	RATIONALISM (INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY & ENGLISH SCHOOL)

	7. Week
	MARXISM & ITS VARIANTS

	8. Week
	CRITICAL THEORY AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

	9. Week
	POST-MODERNISM / POST-STRUCTURALISM

	10. Week
	CONSTRUCTIVISM

	11. Week
	INTERNATIONAL ETHICS & NORMATIVE THEORY

	12. Week
	THE QUESTION OF WESTERN-CENTRISM IN IR

	13. Week
	CONCLUSIONS, KEY DEBATES AND NEW DIRECTIONS

	14. Week
	PRESENTATIONS

	15. Week
	PRESENTATIONS




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	
	%

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	6
	% 60

	Attendance
	15
	% 10

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	1
	% 30

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




