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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 212
	
Contemporary Turkish Politics
	
Compulsory

	
5
	
-
	03.02.2026

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Dr. Süleyman Buğrahan Bayram & sbbayram@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Tuesday, 10.00-12.00 / Wednesday, 10.00-12.00, B368

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course introduces the evolution of Turkish politics with its myriad institutions, actors, historical 
and structural dynamics and persistent problems. The first section of the course is organized to provide
 the historical trajectory of Turkish political development until 2002. The overview of the political 
process after 2002 is integrated into the second section, which consists of focused discussions on
several issues that are still relevant today. 

	Textbook(s)
	
Zürcher, Eric J. (2017). Turkey: A Modern History. 4th edition. I.B. Tauris. 

Kalaycıoğlu, Ersin. (2005). Turkish Dynamics: Bridge across Troubled Lands. Palgrave Macmillan. 

Ahmad, F. (1993). The making of modern Turkey. Routledge 


	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	This course is based on lectures, student presentations debates on selected topics,  in-class activities, homework and traditional final exam.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
		Students who successfully complete this course will be able to demonstrate 
good grasp of several issues in contemporary Turkish politics.




	2
	After successful completion of the course, students will be able to apply their knowledge of voter behavior in Turkey to make sense of Turkish elections at local and national levels in the future.

	3
		Once they successfully finish this course, students will be able to identify how 
elections work in Turkey, how ballots are counters, details of election system 
and party system.




	4
		As one of the most important learning outcomes of this course, students will 
become more informed citizens by analyzing how the Turkish democracy and 
political system work and what are challenges to it and some of its weaknesses.
	







	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 4.
	To be able to identify the fundamental problems in classical and contemporary international phenomena and provide critical interpretation using the theoretical bases of International Relations

	PO 5.
	To be able to have advanced knowledge on the regional issues and problems through area studies

	PO 6.
	To be able to keep abreast of current developments in the discipline, to communicate with one’s peers (European language portfolio global scale, level B1

	PO 9.
	To be able to take initiative as a team member and an individual, and develop advanced solutions to complex issues 




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	The participants of this course will have a deeper understanding of Turkish history and domestic politics- one of the main sources of Turkish foreign policy.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction

	2. Week
	‘We go way back’: Before Tanzimat

	3. Week
	Tanzimat Era and Abdülhamid II

	4. Week
	Revolution of 1908, the Collapse, the War of Independence, and the Republic

	5. Week
	Atatürk Era and İnönü’s Struggle during WWII

	6. Week
	Transition to Multiparty Democracy and May 27 Coup (1945-1960)

	7. Week
	Two Tumultuous Decades (1960-1980)

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	The Tumult Goes On (1980-2002)

	10. Week
	Ottoman Legacy

	11. Week
	Kemalism and Political Islam

	12. Week
	Army and Politics

	13. Week
	Kurds and Turkey

	14. Week
	Women

	15. Week
	National Day




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	1
	%30

	Quizzes
	3
	%30

	Assignments
	
	%

	Attendance
	
	%

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	1
	%40

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




