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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE320
	
Political Violence and Terrorism
	
Elective
	
6
	
—
	24.04.2026

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Assoc. Prof. Ömer Aslan & omer.aslan@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Thu 10-12am; Fri 14-16pm, B349

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course will address various manifestations of political violence. We will start by enquiring if terrorism is the only type of ‘political’ violence today, or we should expand our understanding of ‘politics’ and think of mafia or other organized criminal groups as politically violent actors. In other words, is mafia violence political? We will then move on to civil wars. What causes civil wars? How do civil wars end?

Terrorism will still be the focal point of this course. What is terrorism? What do terrorist groups want? Are they rational actors? Who becomes a terrorist? How do terrorist groups survive and end? Who leaves terrorist groups and why? Do terrorist groups cooperate? When do they fight one another? How important are external actors and support for terrorist groups’ resilience and collapse? What are counterterrorism and counterinsurgency? When do negotiation and peace processes work? What are the pitfalls during peace processes between a terrorist group and a state?

	Textbook(s)
	Horgan, J. (2005) The Psychology of Terrorism. Routledge.
Luttwak, E. (1979). Coup D’état: A Practical Handbook. Harvard University Press.

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	This course is based on weekly lectures delivered by the professor, in-class assessment in the form of two quizzes per semester and three role-play exercises (once for every student) done in the classroom.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	Appreciate different manifestations of political violence and how these may transpose.

	2
	Identify individual and structural motivations behind individual participation in terrorism.

	3
	Understand the internal and external origins of civil wars and how they end.

	4
	Interpret conceptually and theoretically the general and country-specific dynamics of politically violent groups.

	5
	Know how to collect data and gain access to sources on political violence.




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 1.
	To be able to access and utilize conceptual, theoretical, and empirical information by using latest academic resources in international relations and relevant disciplines.

	PO 2.
	To be able to collect data, analyze various situations, and offer systematic assessments by utilizing social science research methods.

	PO 5.
	To have advanced knowledge of regional issues and problems through field studies.

	PO 9.
	To seize the initiative both individually and as a member of a group to resolve complex problems and become competent to generate advance solutions.

	PO 10.
	To be able to inform relevant individuals or institutions on issues related to International Relations, and to convey one's thoughts and proposed solutions to problems, supported by quantitative and qualitative data, to both experts and non-experts in written and oral form.

	PO 12.
	As educated, enlightened, reliable, and creative individuals contribute to social development and approach situations and events with objectivity and critical thinking.




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	Students will gain a deeper understanding of what political violence is through a spectrum of actors and events from civil wars and military coups to criminal organizations and terrorism since the late 19th century anarchist movements.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Course Introduction

	2. Week
	Political Violence

	3. Week
	Military Coups D’etat

	4. Week
	Civil Wars and Militias

	5. Week
	Modern Terrorism — Definition and Emergence

	6. Week
	Crime and Terror Nexus

	7. Week
	Who becomes a terrorist?

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Prisons and Radicalization

	10. Week
	Gender and Terrorism

	11. Week
	External Actors and Safe Haven

	12. Week
	Terrorist Alliances and Cooperation

	13. Week
	Exit from Terrorism

	14. Week
	Decapitation of Leadership

	15. Week
	How does Terrorism end? Peace Process




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	1
	% 25

	Quizzes
	2
	%10

	Role-Play Exercise
	1
	% 20

	Attendance
	1
	%10

	Final examination
	1
	% 35

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




