	ANKARA YILDIRIM BEYAZIT UNIVERSITY – DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
COURSE SYLLABUS

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 210
	
RESEARCH IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
	Compulsory
	
5

	
-
	25.03.2026

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	Asst. Prof. Ceren Kaya 
ckaya@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	Tuesday 12.30-15.30 /Wednesday 10.00-13.00

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course aims to equip students with the analytical tools and methodological foundations necessary for academic research within the discipline of International Relations. Upon the completion of this course, students are expected to use theoretical approaches to formulate research hypotheses, conduct literature reviews,  learn methods for data collection and analysis, have knowledge about philosophical bases of different approaches to social research, causality and experimental research, survey research, scaling and sampling, field research, interview research in International Relations

	Textbook(s)
	Christopher Lamont (2015). Research Methods in International Relations. Sage
Piergiorgio Corbetta (2003). Social Research: Theory, Methods and Techniques, Sage
W. Lawrence Neuman (2014). Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches: Pearson New International Edition


	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	Following the lecturer's presentations on weekly assigned topics, there will be discussion sections and student presentations that encourage active student participation in an interactive learning environment.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	Identify and define key methodological concepts

	2
	Distinguish between major research traditions (positivist, interpretivist, critical, normative) and their implications for IR inquiry.

	3
	Compare qualitative and quantitative approaches used in IR research.

	4
	Identify appropriate data sources for IR research (official documents, datasets, archives, interviews, media, policy reports)

	5
	Critically assess published IR research in terms of theory, method, evidence, and argumentation.

	6
	Cite academic sources correctly and ethically using a recognized citation style

	7
	




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	P1
	Uluslararası İlişkiler disiplini ve dallarında güncel akademik kaynaklar ışığında ileri kavramsal, kuramsal ve ampirik bilgilere ulaşmak ve kullanabilmek


	P2
	Uluslararası İlişkiler araştırma yöntemlerini kullanarak veri toplayabilmek, analiz yapabilmek, ve bilimsel değerlendirmede bulunabilmek


	P3
	Uluslararası İlişkiler kuramlarını derinlemesine ve karşılaştırmalı olarak inceleyebilmek


	P4
	Uluslararası İlişkilerin kuramsal temellerini kullanarak, klasik ve güncel uluslararası siyasi fenomenlerin temel sorunlarını tanımlayabilmek ve bunlara eleştirel yorumlar getirebilmek

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction: Course description and presentation of course outline
International Relations and Social Science

	2. Week
	Paradigms of Social Research

	3. Week
	Methodology and Methods in International Relations
 Research Questions and Research Design                                                                           

	4. Week
	Writing a Literature Review

	5. Week
	Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in International Relations


	6. Week
	Qualitative Methods in International Relations (cont.)

	7. Week
	Quantitative Methods in International Relations

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Quantitative Methods in International Relations (cont.)

	10. Week
	Mixed Methods Research in International Relations

	11. Week
	                             Fieldwork in International Relations, Interview Research in International Relations

	12. Week
	Discourse Analysis in International Relations
Case Study Research in International Relations


	13. Week
	Research Ethics 

	14. Week
	Writing a research report

	15. Week
	Discussion




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	
	%30

	Quizzes
	
	%30

	Assignments
	
	%30

	Attendance
	
	%10

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	
	%

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




