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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 328
	
Causes of War
	Elective
	
6
	
-
	03.02.2026

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Dr. Süleyman Buğrahan Bayram & sbbayram@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Tuesday, 10.00-12.00 / Wednesday, 10.00-12.00, B368

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course aims to provide an understanding to why war - the most intense form of conflict - occurs.
It explores a wide range of explanations and cases, and provides an opportunity to locate structural 
and behavioral patterns (and sometimes accidents) leading to devastating conflicts and possible 
intervention points to prevent war. Through this approach, the participants of this course will develop
a deep understanding of the phenomenon of war – the point of origin for IR discipline. The course 
assumes prior knowledge of IR theory and the participants are expected to familiarize themselves with 
the overview of the case studies in advance of lectures.

	Textbook(s)
	Levy, J. S., & Thompson, W. R. (2010). Causes of war (2nd ed.). Wiley-Blackwell.
Stoessinger, J. G. (2011). Why nations go to war (11th ed.). Wadsworth Cengage Learning.

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	The course method and technique are based classical lectures, in-class discussions, classical midterm 
and final exams, essay writing, and essay oral defense.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
		
To explore the background of a large variety of conflicts around the world




	2
	To explore the various explanations given for causes of war in IR and War Studies literatures

	3
		To locate behavioral patterns leading to war




	4
		To reinforce knowledge of IR theories’ approaches to war
	




	5
		To approach wars from a conflict analysis and prevention perspective







	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 1.
	To be able to gain and utilise advanced conceptual, theoretical and empirical knowledge based on up to date academic resources in the discipline of International Realtions and its sub-fields

	PO 2.
	To be able to collect data, analyse and provide scientific evaluations using International Relations research methods

	PO 3.
	To be able to comparatively examine International Relations theories in-depth

	PO 4.
	To be able to identify the fundamental problems in classical and contemporary international phenomena and provide critical interpretation using the theoretical bases of International Relations

	PO 5.
	To be able to have advanced knowledge on the regional issues and problems through area studies

	PO 6.
	To be able to keep abreast of current developments in the discipline, to communicate with one’s peers (European language portfolio global scale, level B1

	PO 10.
	To be able to inform authorities and institutions in the area of international relations; to be able to transfer ideas and proposals supported by quantitative and qualitative data about the problems verbally and in writing to experts and nonexperts




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	The participants of this course will have a critical outlook of the study of war- the point of origin for the IR discipline.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction

	2. Week
	Thinking About War

	3. Week
	Sytem-level Explanations for War

	4. Week
	State, Society, and War

	5. Week
	Decision-making and War

	6. Week
	Napoleonic Wars and Scramble for Africa

	7. Week
	WWI

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	WWII

	10. Week
	Cold War: Korea and Vietnam

	11. Week
	Cold War: Hungarian Revolution, 1956 and Prague Spring

	12. Week
	Wars of Decolonization: Haitian Revolution and Algerian War of Independence

	13. Week
	Civil War: Yugoslavia and Rwanda

	14. Week
	Russo-Ukrainian War

	15. Week
	Paper Oral Defenses




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	1
	%25

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	1
	%35

	Attendance
	1
	%10

	Practice
	1
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	1
	%30

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




