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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE104
	
KEY CONCEPTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
	Compulsory
	
5
	
-
	25.03.2026

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Asst. Prof. Ceren Kaya
ckaya@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Tuesday 12.30-15.30 /Wednesday 10.00-13.00

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course is designed to familiarize students with the key concepts of the International Relations discipline. Based on the major theories of world politics, it introduces the key concepts  and themes that are deemed essential to explain and understand the international relations. By the end of the course, the students are expected to have theoretical knowledge and critical thinking to evaluate contemporary issues and debates in world politics.

	Textbook(s)
	1) Diez, T., Bode, I., & Fernandes Da Costa , A. (2011). Key Concepts in International Relations. SAGE.
2) Baylis, J., Smith, S., & Owens, P. (Eds.). (2024). The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations. Oxford University Press.
3) Steans, J., Pettiford, L., Diez, T.,& El-Anis, I. (Eds.).(2010). An Introduction to International Relations Theory: Perspectives and Themes. Pearson.
4) Roach, S.C. and Barder, A.D. (Eds.).(2024). International Relations: The Key Concepts. Routledge.
5) Dunne, T., Kurki, M., & Smith, S. (Eds.). (2010). International Relations Theories: Discipline and Diversity. Oxford University Press.


	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	Presentation of the lecturer on selected topics will be followed by discussion sections that encourage students to actively participate in an interactive learning environment.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	To learn the key concepts and debates in the discipline of international relations

	2
	To have theoretical knowledge and critical thinking to evaluate contemporary issues and debates in world politics

	3
	To apply IR concepts to analyze real-world events such as conflicts, alliances, crises, and diplomatic interactions.

	4
	To explain key global challenges—such as war, migration, climate change, global health, economic interdependence, and cybersecurity—through IR concepts.

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	P1
	Uluslararası İlişkiler disiplini ve dallarında güncel akademik kaynaklar ışığında ileri kavramsal, kuramsal ve ampirik bilgilere ulaşmak ve kullanabilmek

	P3
	Uluslararası İlişkiler kuramlarını derinlemesine ve karşılaştırmalı olarak inceleyebilmek

	P4
	Uluslararası İlişkilerin kuramsal temellerini kullanarak, klasik ve güncel uluslararası siyasi fenomenlerin temel sorunlarını tanımlayabilmek ve bunlara eleştirel yorumlar getirebilmek

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction: Course description and presentation of course outline. 
International Relations and Social Science


	2. Week
	Introduction to main theories of world politics: Realism, Neorealism.
Key concepts: Realism, Anarchy, Sovereignty, Power, power struggle, Statism
Balance of power, Self-help, Survival, National interest, rationality/rational actor

	3. Week
	Key concepts: Cold War, Bipolarity, great-power rivalry, Security, Security dilemma, Alliance, NATO, Containment, Deterrence, Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD), proxy wars, collective defence, collective security, prisoner’s dilemma.

	4. Week
	Key concepts: Liberalism, Idealism, Perpetual Peace, Utilitarianism, League of Nations, Democratic Peace, “The end of History”, Neoliberalism, Relative gains/absolute gains, domestic analogy

	5. Week
	International Organizations, International regimes, Cooperation,  Interdependence, International law, Non-state actors, Globalization, Non-governmental organizations, UN, peace-making, peacekeeping.

	6. Week
	Key concepts: Globalization, Global Governance, Multilateralism, Transnationalism, Regionalism,  Regional  Integration, EU, ASEAN, economic integration

	7. Week
	Key Concepts:  Social Constructivism, Identity, Intersubjectivity, Ideas and Norms, Materialism, Normative, Logic of Consequences, Logic of Appropriateness, socialization

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Key concepts: Critical and Post-positivist approaches in IR

	10. Week
	Key concepts: International Political Economy, dependency theory, Mercantilism, world-system theory, imperialism

	11. Week
	Key concepts: Security, Critical Security Studies, Deeping and widening of security, securitization, de-securitization, ontological security, emancipation.

	12. Week
	Key concepts: Human rights, human security, humanitarian intervention, International Court of  Justice, International Criminal Court, International Humanitarian Law, Responsibility to protect

	13. Week
	Key concepts: Migration, Borders, Securitization of migration, Refugees, Asylum-    seekers, Surveillance technologies.

	14. Week
	Contemporary issues in IR
Key concepts: Terrorism, Hybrid War, Artificial Intelligence, Climate Change, Sustainable Development, Environmental Security, Global Health, tragedy of commons.

	15. Week
	Discussion




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	
	% 40

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	
	%

	Attendance
	
	% 10

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	
	% 50

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




