	ANKARA YILDIRIM BEYAZIT UNIVERSITY – DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
COURSE SYLLABUS

	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 616
	
Selected Topics in International Relations
	Elective

	
10
	
-
	10.01.2026

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Asst. Prof. Cengiz Mert Bulut & cmbulut@aybu.edu.tr 

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Wednesday, 11.30 - 13.00 & 15.00 – 16.00 / Thursday, 11.00 – 13.00 

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course examines key contemporary issues in world politics—including geopolitics, security, global governance, and economic crises—through critical engagement with academic literature. It aims to develop students’ analytical skills by enabling them to interpret complex global developments and apply theoretical perspectives to real-world international challenges.

	Textbook(s)
	 Beeson, M. and Bisley, N. (2016) Issues in 21st Century world politics. 3rd eds. London: Bloomsbury Publishing. 

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	In this course, homework, class discussions, and idea papers will used as teaching methods and techniques.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	To examine the key concepts and theoretical approaches that explain contemporary issues in world politics

	2
	To analyze major global developments such as geopolitical shifts, conflicts, and economic crises using IR frameworks

	3
	To evaluate the role of global governance, international organizations, and non-traditional security issues in shaping world politics




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	P5
	Gaining advanced knowledge about regional issues and problems through field studies.

	P2
	To be able to collect data, analyze it, and make scientific evaluations using international relations research methods.

	P3
	To be able to examine International Relations theories in depth and comparatively.

	P4
	Using the theoretical foundations of International Relations, to be able to identify and critically interpret the fundamental problems of classical and contemporary international political phenomena.

	P8
	Diğer ilgili sosyal bilimler disiplinlerine ilişkin temel bilgilere sahip olmak ve bunlardan Uluslararası İlişkiler disiplininde yararlanabilmek




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	The students will be able to have knowledge of different advanced theoretical approaches and practical applications supported by textbooks containing up-to-date information in the field of world politics.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction: What is “Advanced IR”?

	2. Week
	Rethinking Rising Powers: Beyond Power Transition Theory

	3. Week
	The Transformation of War: Theory and Evidence

	4. Week
	Securitization and the Construction of Threats

	5. Week
	Terrorism Studies: Epistemological and Methodological Debates

	6. Week
	International Organizations: Agents or Instruments?

	7. Week
	Globalization Revisited: Myth, Reality, or Transformation?

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Regionalism as Political Project and Power Strategy

	10. Week
	Global Political Economy of Crises

	11. Week
	Inequality: Structural vs Agency-Based Explanations

	12. Week
	Climate Politics: Power, Justice, and Knowledge

	13. Week
	Migration, Borders, and Sovereignty

	14. Week
	Emerging Frontiers in IR

	15. Week
	Final-Exam Week




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	
	%

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	1
	%50

	Attendance
	
	%

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	1
	%50

	Total
	2
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




