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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE412
	
INTERNATIONAL POLITICS OF ENERGY
	Elective
	
6
	

	09/02/2026

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	  KANAN ASLANLI (kenan.aslanli@yahoo.com; kaslanli@aybu.edu.tr)

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Thursday, 09.00-11.50, B365 (Seminar Room).

	Course Content and Objectives
	The course aims to explore the nexus between energy and international politics, such as the geopolitical competition for control over energy resources, energy infrastructure, and energy systems. This course will also cover the repercussions of energy production and energy exports for domestic economic and political systems, as well as foreign policies, through relevant theoretical concepts such as the “Resource curse”, “Dutch disease”, “Rentier state”, “Energy Weaponization”, and “Petro-aggression”.

	Textbook(s)
	1. Thijs van de Graaf. Benjamin K. Sovacool. (2020). "Global Energy Politics". Polity Press.
2. Brenda Shaffer. (2009). “Energy Politics”. University of Pennsylvania Press.

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	In this course, homework assignments, in-class discussions based on reading materials, case study analysis, group work, simulations, and policy briefs are used as teaching methods and techniques.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	Students will be able to gain a greater understanding of the energy security concerns of energy producers/exporters and energy consumers/importers.

	2
	Students will be able to analyze the geopolitical and geoeconomic aspects of fossil fuels, including crude oil, oil products, natural gas, and coal.

	3
	Students will be able to analyze the geopolitical and geoeconomic aspects of nuclear energy, the supply chain of uranium, critical minerals, rare earth metals (REM), and renewable energy sources.

	4
	Students will be able to classify the key actors that play a crucial role in the global energy system and the multi-actor global energy market. 

	5
	Students will be able to explain the role of the geopolitical alliances of energy-rich states (e.g., OPEC) and the professional bodies of energy-consumer states (e.g., IEA) in global energy politics.

	6
	Students will be able to analyze the environmental sustainability aspects of global energy politics and the “energy trilemma”. 




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO2. 
	Ability to collect data, conduct analyses, and scientific evaluations using research methods in International Relations.

	PO4. 
	Ability to identify and critically interpret the fundamental problems of classical and contemporary international political phenomena, using the theoretical foundations of IR.

	PO5. 
	Gaining advanced knowledge about regional issues and problems through field studies.

	PO6.
	Ability to follow academic developments in the discipline and communicate with colleagues using the English language.

	PO10.
	Ability to inform relevant people or institutions on International Relations issues, to convey thoughts and solution suggestions for problems to experts and non-experts in written and verbal form, supported by quantitative and qualitative data.

	PO12.
	Growing up as individuals who can contribute to social development, who are intellectual, reliable, creative, and who look at situations and events objectively and critically.




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	The students will gain knowledge of advanced theoretical approaches and practical applications, supported by textbooks and other relevant course materials, providing up-to-date information in the field of global energy politics.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction to Global Energy Politics

	2. Week
	History, Functions, and Internationalization of Global Energy Markets (Crude Oil)

	3. Week
	History, Functions, and Internationalization of Global Energy Markets (Natural Gas)

	4. Week
	Energy Security: Definitions, Major IR Theories’ Perspectives and Applied Cases

	5. Week
	Nexus Between Energy Geopolitics and Energy Infrastructure (“Peace Pipelines”)

	6. Week
	Instrumentalization of Energy in Foreign Policy: "Energy Weapon" and Petro-Aggression

	7. Week
	Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Region's Energy Geopolitics and Security Issues

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Energy Industry, World Economy, “Dutch Disease” and “Resource Curse” Concepts

	10. Week
	Energy, Environmental Risks, “Energy Trilemma” Concept, and Hydrogen Energy

	11. Week
	Geopolitics of Nuclear Energy, Global Nuclear Competition and Small Modular Reactors

	12. Week
	Geopolitics of Energy Transition from Fossil Fuels to Renewable Energy Sources

	13. Week
	Energy Technologies, Energy Innovations, Energy Investments, and International Affairs

	14. Week
	National Energy Policy and Global Energy Governance: Actors, Institutions and Norms

	15. Week
	Energy Dimension of the Russia-Ukraine War: Regional and Global Repercussions




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	1
	40%

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	10
	20%

	Attendance
	
	%

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	1
	40%

	Total
	12
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




