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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 206
	
Theories of International Relations

	Compulsory
	
5
	
-
	30.01.2026

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Assoc.Prof.Dr. Bayram SİNKAYA   & bsinkaya@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Thursday, 13.00 – 14.00 (B-321)

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course provides a focused introduction to the core theoretical traditions in International Relations. It begins by outlining the role of theory and its relationship with the social sciences, establishing the foundations of theoretical inquiry in IR. The course then concentrates on the main paradigms—realism and liberalism—followed by key alternative approaches including the English School and structuralism. It further examines major critical and reflectivist perspectives, particularly constructivism, critical theory, and postmodernism, with an emphasis on their distinctive assumptions and contributions. Selected alternative approaches, such as feminist and green theories, as well as normative theory, are introduced to highlight broader debates within the discipline. Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on comparing these perspectives and applying them to central themes in world politics, including power, state behavior, cooperation, and international order. The course concludes with a brief overview of key debates and emerging directions in IR theory.
This course aims to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the major theoretical perspectives in International Relations (IR) and their relevance for analyzing global politics. It seeks to develop students’ ability to think theoretically by introducing the intellectual foundations, core assumptions, and conceptual frameworks of key IR theories. The course further aims to enhance students’ analytical and critical thinking skills by encouraging them to interpret international events, state behavior, and global transformations through multiple theoretical lenses. 



	Textbook(s)
	· Jill Steans, et. al. An Introduction to International Relations Theory: Perspectives and Themes, (3rd ed., Harlow: Pearson, 2010).
· Tim Dunne, Milja Kurki, and Steve Smith, International Relations Theories: Discipline and Diversity, (4th ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016).

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	This course is primarily conducted through lectures; complemented by guided class discussions; and incorporates the use of supplementary audio-visual materials. 

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	Identify and explain the core assumptions, concepts, and key thinkers of major International Relations theories.

	2
	Compare and contrast different theoretical perspectives in terms of their approaches to power, state behavior, and international order.

	3
	Apply major IR theories to analyze contemporary issues and developments in world politics.

	4
	Critically evaluate the strengths and limitations of competing theoretical approaches within the discipline.

	5
	Demonstrate analytical and theoretical thinking skills by interpreting international phenomena through multiple perspectives.




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 1
	To be able to access and utilize advanced conceptual, theoretical, and empirical knowledge in the discipline and branches of International Relations, in light of current academic resources.


	PO 2
	To be able to collect data, analyze it, and make scientific evaluations using international relations research methods.

	PO 3
	To be able to examine International Relations theories in depth and comparatively.

	PO 4
	Using the theoretical foundations of International Relations, to be able to identify and critically interpret the fundamental problems of classical and contemporary international political phenomena.

	PO 8
	Having basic knowledge of other related social science disciplines and being able to utilize this knowledge in the discipline of International Relations.

	
	




	Contribution of the Course to Field Instruction
	This course makes a foundational contribution to the field of International Relations by equipping students with essential theoretical knowledge and analytical tools required for advanced study in the discipline. By introducing the major theoretical traditions and their intellectual foundations, the course strengthens students’ ability to engage with both classical and contemporary debates in International Relations.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction

	2. Week
	IR and Social Science

	3. Week
	Liberalism 

	4. Week
	Realism 

	5. Week
	The English School

	6. Week
	Economic Structuralism & Marxism

	7. Week
	Critical Theory

	8. Week
	Midterm Week

	9. Week
	Postmodernism

	10. Week
	Constructivism

	11. Week
	Feminist Perspectives 

	12. Week
	Green Perspectives

	13. Week
	Normative IR Theory 

	14. Week
	Key Debates and New Directions

	15. Week
	Conclusions




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	1
	% 40

	Quizzes
	
	% 

	Assignments
	
	%

	Attendance
	1
	% 10

	Practice
	
	%

	Project
	
	%

	Final examination
	1
	% 50

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




