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	Course Code
	Course Title
	Course Type
	ECTS Credits
	Prerequisite Information
	Date of Preparation

	
INRE 520
	
Regional Conflicts and Security in the Middle East
	Elective
	
10

	
--
	30.01.2026

	Instructor of the Course &
E-Mail Address
	 Assoc.Prof.Dr. Bayram SİNKAYA & bsinkaya@aybu.edu.tr

	Office Hours & Office Room
	   Thursday, 13.00-14.00 @ B-321

	Course Content and Objectives
	This course examines the main sources, dynamics, and patterns of conflict and security in the Middle East. It begins with key theoretical approaches to conflict and security, followed by an analysis of state formation, regime security, and regional order. The course explores core drivers of conflict, including territorial disputes, nationalism, ethnic and sectarian divisions, and the role of religion. It also addresses the impact of resource competition—particularly oil and water—on regional instability. The role of external powers and great-power competition is analyzed to understand the internationalization of regional conflicts. The course further investigates major issue areas such as the Palestinian question and security dynamics in the Persian Gulf. Finally, the course focuses on contemporary conflict case studies, including Iraq, Syria, and Yemen, enabling students to apply theoretical perspectives to real-world developments.
This course aims to develop students’ understanding of the main sources and dynamics of conflict and security in the Middle East. It introduces key theoretical approaches and examines how historical, political, and socio-economic factors shape regional conflicts. The course also seeks to enhance students’ ability to critically analyze major case studies and engage with scholarly debates. Finally, it aims to strengthen students’ research and analytical skills in the field of regional security.


	Textbook(s)
	· Louise Fawcett (ed.) International Relations of the Middle East, 2013.
· Beverley Milton-Edwards, Contemporary Politics in the Middle East, Polity Press, 2017.
· Youssef M. Choueiri (ed.) A Companion to the History of the Middle East, (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005).
· Akbarzadeh, Shahram. Middle East politics and international relations: crisis zone. Routledge, 2022.

	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	The course combines lectures with seminar-style discussions of assigned readings to promote active participation and critical thinking. It incorporates response papers, case study analysis, and student presentations to strengthen analytical, research, and communication skills.

	Course Learning Outcomes
		1
	Explain key concepts and theoretical approaches related to conflict and security in the Middle East.

	2
	Analyze the historical and structural causes of regional conflicts, including state formation, identity politics, and external intervention.

	3
	Evaluate the role of domestic, regional, and international actors in shaping conflict dynamics.

	4
	Apply theoretical frameworks to selected case studies. 

	5
	Develop coherent, research-based arguments through critical engagement with academic literature.

	
	




	Program Outcomes Contributed by the Course
	Program Outcomes (PO)
	PO 1
	To be able to thoroughly understand and explain the concepts and rules of the International Relations discipline.

	PO 2
	 To access and utilize advanced conceptual, theoretical, and empirical knowledge in light of current academic resources related to the discipline of international relations.

	PO 3
	To be able to collect data, analyze, and make scientific evaluations using relevant research methods.

	PO 4
	the theoretical knowledge and analytical techniques they have acquired, they can interpret current national and international developments and generate solutions to political and social problems.


	PO 6
	To be able to follow theoretical, methodological and practical changes and innovations in international relations and its sub-fields.

	PO 7
	To inform individuals and institutions working in fields such as international relations and foreign policy, and to convey their thoughts and proposed solutions to problems, supported by quantitative and qualitative data, in both written and oral form.

	PO 9
	Having basic knowledge of other related social science disciplines and being able to utilize this knowledge in the discipline of international relations.

	
	




	Contribution of the Course to Field of Instruction
	This course contributes to the field of International Relations by providing students with specialized knowledge on regional conflict and security dynamics in the Middle East. It strengthens theoretical understanding while enhancing the ability to apply analytical frameworks to complex empirical cases. The course also supports the development of critical thinking, research, and policy-relevant analysis skills essential for both academic and professional careers in the field.

	Topics Covered in the Course
		1. Week
	Introduction

	2. Week
	Conflict and Security in the Middle East

	3. Week
	State Formation, National Security and Regime Security

	4. Week
	Frontiers, Borders and Boundaries and Land Disputes

	5. Week
	Nationalism, Ethnic Politics and Minorities

	6. Week
	Religious Conflicts, Religious Minorities and Sectarianism

	7. Week
	Resource Conflicts 

	8. Week
	Great Powers and Regional Conflicts

	9. Week
	Zionism and the Palestine Question

	10. Week
	Conflict and Security in the Persian Gulf

	11. Week
	Contemporary Middle East Conflicts I: Iraq

	12. Week
	Contemporary Middle East Conflicts II: Syria

	13. Week
	Contemporary Middle East Conflicts III: Yemen

	14. Week
	Presentations 

	15. Week
	Concluding Remarks




	Course Evaluation Criteria
		In-Term Studies
	Quantity
	Percentage %

	Mid-terms
	
	%

	Quizzes
	
	%

	Assignments
	4
	% 40

	Attendance
	15
	% 10

	Practice
	1
	% 10

	Project
	1
	% 40

	Final examination
	
	%

	Total
	
	100%




	Disability Policy
	If you have a documented disability (e.g., visual, hearing, or physical impairment, etc.) that may influence your performance in this course, it is recommended to meet with the Engelsiz AYBU (https://aybu.edu.tr/engelsiz/content_list-327-yildirim-beyazit-universitesi-engelsiz-universite-birimi-yonergesi.html) to arrange for reasonable conditions (such as accommodation, etc.) to ensure an equitable opportunity to meet all the requirements of this course. You may also contact the local authority of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. You should communicate your needs to the course instructor as soon as possible to ensure that any course needs concerning exams, lecture materials, etc. are met.




